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COUNTY  OF  BANFF. 


REPORT  BY  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  Year  1934. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  Population  of  the  County  of  Banff,  as  ascertained 
by  the  Census  taken  in  April,  1931,  was  54,835,  of  which 
24,82s  pertained  to  the  Landward  Area,  and  30,007  to  the 
Burghs.  The  population  of  each  of  the  Burghs  was  as 
follows: — Aberchirder  868,  Banff  3,489,  Buckie  8,688, 
Aberlour  1,175,  Cullen  1,688,  Dufftown  1,454,  Findochty 
1,675,  Keith  4,424,  Macduff  3,276,  Portkuockie  1,619,  and 
Portsoy  1,651.  For  statistical  purposes,  the  Registrar  Gen- 
eral estimated  the  population  of  the  County  (including 
Burghs)  in  the  middle  of  the  year  1934,  as  55,402. 

The  Births  registered  in  the  County  in  the  year  1934 
numbered  1040,  giving  an  annual  Birth  Rate  of  18. 8 per  1000 
of  population,  as  compared  with  1030  and  18.4  in  the  pre- 
ceding year.  During  recent  years  there  has  been  a steady 
decline  in  the  number  of  births.  In  1924  there  were  regis- 
tered 1298  births  and  in  the  following  j^ears  the  numbers 
were  1268,  1309,  1205,  1208,  1164,  1145,  1108,  1079,  and 
1030.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  actual  number  of  births 
registered  in  1934  were  258  less  than  in  1924. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  registered  in  1934  was 
137,  or  13.2  per  cent,  of  the  total  births.  In  the  preceding 
year  the  illegitimate  births  registered  were  134,  or  13  per 
cent,  of  the  total  births.  In  1924  the  Illegitimate  Birth  Rate 
was  1 1. 6,  and  in  the  following  years  the  rates  were  11.9, 

12- 9>  T3-4,  14-3,  15-8,  14.8,  13.7,  and  12.9. 

Ihe  Deaths  registered  in  1934  amounted  to  660,  giving 
an  annual  Death  Rate  of  11.9  per  1000  of  population.  1 his 
is  the  lowest  Death  Rate  yet  recorded.  In  the  preceding 
year  the  actual  number  of  deaths  was  760.  with  an  annual 
Death  Rate  of  13.6.  In  1924  the  Death  Rate  w'as  14.2,  and 
in  the  following  years  the  Rates  were  13. 1,  i3-5>  16.6,  13.6, 

13- 6,  13-5,  13-8,  and  12.3. 
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The  Infantile  Mortality  Hate  for  the  County  was  67,  or 
iu  other  words,  67  children  out  of  every  1000  born  died 
before  completing  their  first  year.  I11  the  preceding  year  the 
rate  was  73.  In  1923  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  in  the 
County  was  101,  and  in  succeeding  years,  73,  83,  67,  104, 
64,  74,  76,  88,  and  73. 

The  cause  of  death  of  these  70  infants  was  as  follows  : — 

Prematurity,  15.  Bronchitis,  5. 

Pneumonia,  9.  Diarrhoea,  1. 

Atrophy  and  Debility,  n.  Convulsions,  4. 

Marasmus,  5.  Congenital  Malformations,  7. 

Injury  at  Birth,  2.  Other  Causes,  11. 

The  Rate  for  1934  in  the  Landward  Area,  and  each  of 
the  Burghs  is  shewn  iu  the  following  table,  and  the  subject 
is  further  dealt  with  in  Section  devoted  to  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare. 


d 

-a 

V 

*5 

~z  Z 

0 

(-4 

5 

C5 

25 

O 

O 

a 

*r  ^ 

*5 

a 

3 

rt 

til 

«$ 

♦> 

ii'n  M 

ility 

Ch 

CC  ■ 

a 

Landward  . . . 

24810 

4S4 

19-3 

274 

11.04 

109 

Aberchirder 

S73 

21 

24-05 

19 

21. S 

Nil. 

Aberlour 

1183 

10 

8-5 

12 

10. 1 

Nil. 

Banff  

3481 

62 

17.8 

37 

10.6 

162 

Buckie  

8860 

182 

20.5 

81 

y-i 

160 

Cullen  

1758 

20 

1 1 -4 

26 

14. s 

1 1.3 

Dufftown 

1451 

26 

17.9 

24 

16.5 

Nil. 

Piudochty  ... 

1745 

40 

22.9 

23 

13- 1 

43 

Keith  

4501 

73 

16.2 

66 

14-7 

rob 

Macduff  

3362 

50 

17.6 

58 

17-3 

8b 

Portknockie 

1643 

30 

18.3 

20 

12.2 

*50 

Portsoy  

1735 

33 

19-02 

20 

U-5 

100 

County  

55402 

1040 

iS.S 

660 

11.9 

67 

SUMMARY  OF  COUNTY  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


fa 

0*0 

X 

Cl 

Cl 

Si 

00 

^1 

O 

SO 

Cl 

»o 

«JCG 

x 

SC 

O 

— < 

o 

o 

o 

— w 

* 

= 5. 

30 

CO 

-t* 

Cl 

X 

o 

-t* 

Cl 

2 

•— < 

O 

1 

'rt 

, — 

»o 

sc 

o 

Efa 

a 

ar 

1 

X 

X 

CO 

LO 

Cl 

L- 

1 

— - 

CJ 

35 

o 

CC 

£> 

73 

© 

o 

l- 

1 

o 

— ( 

CO 

cr> 

o 

— r 

cc 

1 

CO 

Cl 

C'l 

o 

CO 

« 

O 

1 

r- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

P5 

00 

co 

1 

O 

1 

1 

1 

1 

X 

0) 

5 

o 

X 

| 

1 

1 

co 

•— ( 

1 

;c 

1 

1 

1 

1 

c 

CO 

-f 

i>- 

— « 

”>1 

~ • 

1 

1 

jgl 

Z to 

H ~ 

O 

r~* 

Cl 

1 

1 

1 

1 

K 

• 

• 

• 

/■—N 

• 

fa 

CO 

oi 

>< 

© 

• 

q 

o 

o 

CO 

© 

n 

o 

"3 

Q 

fa 

d 

fa 

• Oi 

© 

© 

Cd 

r " 

cc 

to 

H 

3 

-c 

© 

3 

to 

. 

. 

s_^ 

•— * 

2 

rd 

CO 

CL, 

© 

— 

© 

© 

CO 

to 

o 

fa 

cs 

to 

as 

. 

£ 

3 

*3 

a 1 

•p 

d 

o 

fa 

© 

3 

o 

© 

fa  1 

re 

o 

to 

© 

CO 

< 

d 

.2 

2 

S3 

1 

H 

fa 

u 

'w- 

—• 

tfj 

a 

fa 

-*— 1 

fa 

© 

3 

*5 

a 

Rale  per  100  Births.  fRate  per  1000  Births 


6 


A.  GENERAL  SANITATION. 

1.  Water  Supplies — quality  and  sufficiency. 

There  are  nine  Special  Water  Supply  Districts  in  the 
County,  viz.  : Crovie,  Gardenstown,  Whitehills,  Fordyce, 
Tomintoul,  Portgordon,  Newmill,  Crannoch,  and  Cornhill. 

The  water  supply  in  all  districts  was  sufficient  for  the 
needs  of  the  population.  The  Cornhill  supply  is  obtained 
from  springs  rising  in  two  fields — one  to  the  South  of  the 
Village  and  the  other  to  the  West  of  the  Cornhill-Aber- 
chirder  road.  These  latter  springs  appear  to  be  collected 
in  a field  drain  discharging  into  a wooden  barrel  from  which 
the  water  is  conveyed  to  the  main  reservoir.  This  method 
of  collection  could  be  considerably  improved  by  the  erection 
of  a small  concrete  cistern  to  replace  the  wooden  barrel. 

In  regard  to  Whitehills,  it  was  at  one  time  proposed  to 
take  into  the  supply  two  springs  in  the  bog  of  Blainnaud 
yielding  a minimum  of  7,400  gallons  per  day,  but  this  has 
not  been  done.  At  a visit  of  inspection  to  the  source  of 
supply  made  in  the  end  of  July  by  Mr  Ross  Young,  of  the 
Department  of  Health,  there  appeared  to  have  been  an  over- 
flow from  the  cistern  during  the  night,  and  it  was  argued 
that  more  water  was  not  required  but  more  storage.  It  is 
now  proposed  to  erect  a reservoir  with  a capacity  of  60,000 
gallons  near  the  village,  and  to  duplicate  the  main  from  this 
reservoir  to  the  village.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  there  was  no 
overflow  from  the  reservoir  at  Blainnaud  during  the  months 
of  August,  September  and  October,  and  according!}-  the  new 
reservoir  to  be  erected  near  the  village  will  be  of  no  service 
in  improving  the  supply  during  the  dry  period  so  far  as 
quantity  is  concerned.  As  it  is  not  intended  to  augment 
the  water  supply,  the  erection  of  this  new  reservoir  will 
improve  the  distribution  only. 

The  quality  of  the  water  in  the  various  Districts  is  satis- 
factory, only  that  in  the  case  of  Portgordon  and  Newmill 
the  water  is  drawn  from  springs  situated  in  land  under  culti- 
vation. Some  years  ago  the  Committee  dealing  with  the 
Newmill  supply  had  a scheme  before  them  to  secure  that 
the  land  on  which  the  springs  arise  should  not  be  cultivated. 

2.  Drainage  System — efficiency. 

There  are  Six  Special  Drainage  Districts,  viz.  : Gardens- 
town, Portgordon,  Whitehills,  Tomintoul,  Fordvce  and 
Cornhill. 

The  Village  of  Newmill  has  no  proper  drainage  system. 
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3.  Rivers  Pollution — presence  or  absence,  nature  and 
sources. 

The  pollution  of  the  Isla  from  distillery  effluents  and 
the  sewage  of  the  Burgh  of  Keith  continues  as  reported  in 
previous  reports. 

4.  Offensive  Trades — action  taken. 

There  are  two  offensive  trades  in  the  County,  namely, 
the  knackery  at  Douglas  Brae,  near  Keith,  and  the  knackery 
at  Muirfield,  near  Fordyce.  No  complaints  have  been  re- 
ceived regarding  these  premises. 

5.  Miscellaneous. 

Boyndie  Burial  Ground.  The  overcrowded  state  of  this 
burial  ground  was  reported  to  the  Public  Health  Committee 
in  March  1932.  In  view  of  the  conditions  found,  when  the 
circumstances  of  the  graveyard  were  being  investigated,  it 
is  a matter  of  urgency  that  new  ground  should  be  acquired 
without  delay. 

Grange  Burial  Ground.  On  a report  from  the  Keith 
District  Council  in  June  1933  that  the  Grange  Churchyard 
was  overcrowded,  the  Public  Health  Committee  remitted  to 
the  Keith  District  Council  to  find  suitable  ground.  After 
consideration,  the  District  Council  recommended  a piece  of 
ground  immediately  adjoining  the  present  churchyard.  This 
ground  has  been  acquired  and  is  in  course  of  being  laid  out 
as  a burial  ground. 

B.  HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING. 

1.  Housing  (Scotland)  Acts,  1925  and  1930,  and  Hous- 
ing (Rural  Workers)  Acts,  1926  and  1931 — Proceed- 
ings. Include  reference  to — 

(a)  Sufficiency  of  iv  or  king- class  houses. 

In  the  villages  of  Gardenstown,  Whitehilis  and  Port- 
gordon  there  is  a considerable  insufficiency  of  working  class 
dwellings.  In  these  villages  it  is  found  that  there  is  a large 
amount  of  sub-letting  of  rooms  in  houses,  so  that  houses 
originally  built  with  sufficient  accommodation  for  one  family 
are  occupied  by  two  or  more  families.  These  conditions  were 
reported  on  in  considerable  detail  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
in  his  report  for  1933,  when  he  made  a house-to-house 
visitation  throughout  the  Special  Districts  in  the  County.  In 
the  report  referred  to,  it  was  estimated  that  throughout  the 
villages  and  the  landward  area  so  houses  were  required  to 
relieve  overcrowding,  and  20  houses  to  meet  the  needs  of 
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other' persons  requiring:  houses.  Complete  information  in 
the  matter  of  overcrowding  throughout  the  County  will  be 
obtained  when  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Bill,  meantime  before 
Parliament,  becomes  law.  So  far,  the  County  Council  has 
taken  no  action  under  the  Housing  Financial  Provisions 
(Scotland)  Act,  1933,  to  relieve  overcrowding. 

(b)  Habitability  of  existing  houses — action  taken  to  deal 

'with  defective  or  uninhabitable  houses. 

During  the  years  1933  and  1934  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
made  a survey  of  housing  conditions  throughout  the  County 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  a list  con- 
taining 70  houses  which  in  his  opinion  were  unfit  for  habita- 
tion. In  addition  to  those  reported  in  1934,  he  submitted 
in  the  current  year  a further  list  of  2S  houses  unfit  for 
habitation,  giving  at  this  date  a total  of  98  houses  unfit  for 
habitation.  In  respect  of  these  oS  houses  action  was  taken 
as  follows  : — 

66  Demolition  Orders. 

13  Closing  Orders. 

3 Undertaking  to  make  the  houses  fit  for  habitation. 
16  Deferred  for  further  consideration. 

At  this  date  4 houses  in  Portgordon  are  in  couse  of 
erection.  Arrangements  are  completed  for  the  early  erec- 
tion of  4 houses  in  Whitehills  and  Gardensto wn , and  12  sites 
have  been  selected  throughout  the  landward  area  of  the 
County  for  the  erection  of  29  houses. 

Under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act,  20  applica- 
tions were  received  for,  grants,  of  which  17  appertained  to  the 
reconditioning  of  dwelling-houses  and  3 to  the  improvement 
of  water  supplies  and  drainage. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that,  in  terms  of  Section  a;  of  the 
Housing  (Town  Planning)  Act,  1910,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Local  Authority  to  make  Building  Bye-laws  under  Section 
181  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1S97.  No  Build- 
jug'  Bye-laws  arc  in  operation  in  the  landward  area,  and  it 
is  very  desirable  that  there  should  be  Bye-laws  to  regulate  the 
construction  of  dwelling-houses  throughout  the  County. 

C.  FOOD  SUPPLY. 

1.  Administration  of  Acts,  Orders  and  Regulations. 

(a)  Bacteriological  examination  of  sambles  in  terms  of 
Sections  20  and  21  of  the  1014  Act. 

No  samples  were  taken  in  terms  of  Section  20. 
Regarding  samples  taken  under  Section  21,  see  Veter- 
ary Officer’s  Report. 
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(b)  Milk  consigned  from  oilier  areas. 

See  Veterinary  Officer’s  Report. 

(c)  Dirty  milk — measures  for  detection. 

See  Veterinary  Officer’s  Report. 

(d)  Outbreaks  of  disease  attributed  to  milk. 

Xo  outbreaks  cf  disease  during  the  year  were 
attributed  to  milk. 

(e)  Milk  grading — progress. 

See  Veterinary  Officer’s  Report. 

2.  Meat — Administration  of  Sections  33  and  43  of  the 
Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897. 

Sec  Veterinary  Officer’s  and  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Reports. 

3.  Miscellaneous — Administration  of  other  Acts.  Orders 
and  Regulations,  including  the  Food  and  Drugs 
(Adulteration)  Act,  1928,  and  the  Public  Health  (Pre- 
servatives, <Xc.,  in  Food)  Regulations. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  139  informal  samples  of  milk 
were  taken  for  analysis  in  the  Public  Health  Office.  These 
samples  were  taken  in  all  parts  of  the  County,  and  all  were 
found  to  be  genuine  with  the  exception  of  9 samples  which 
were  deficient  in  either  fat  or  solids-not-fat.  Those  shewing 
a marked  deficiency  were  reported  to  the  Police  who  took 
formal  samples  for  analysis  by  the  Public  Analyst. 

In  addition  to  the  above  samples,  the  Police  took  26 
formal  samples  of  milk  for  analysis  by  the  Public  Analyst, 
of  which  21  were  reported  to  be  genuine  samples  of  milk 
and  5 were  reported  to  be  deficient  in  either  fats  or  solids- 
not-fat,  notes  of  which  are  here  given  : — 

(a.)  Formal  sample  shewed — Fat  3.20  per  cent,  and 
solids-not-fat  S.22  per  cent. 

Byre  sample  taken  by  Police  shewed — Fat  3.50  per 
cent,  and  solids-not-fat  8.18  per  cent. 

No  proceedings  taken. 

(b.)  Formal  sample  shewed — Fat  3.12  per  cent,  and 
solids-not-fat  8.32  per  cent. 

Bvre  sample  taken  by  the  Police  shewed — hat  3.80 
per  cent,  and  solids-not-fat  8.41  per  cent. 

No  proceedings  taken. 
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(c.)  Formal  sample  shewed — Fat  .>.$0  Per  cent,  and 
solids-not-fat  8.2S  per  cent. 

Byre  sample  taken  by  the  Police  shewed — Pat  3.85 
per  cent,  and  solids-not-fat  8.30  per  cent. 

No  proceedings  taken. 

(d.)  Formal  sample  shewed — Fat  2.70  per  cent,  and 
solids-not-fat  8.54  per  cent. 

Byre  sample  taken  by  the  Police  shewed — Fat  .s-FS 
per  cent,  and  solids-not-fat  S.37  per  cent. 

No  proceedings  taken. 

(e.)  Informal  samples  shewed — Fat  3.5  per  cent,  and 
solids-not-fat  8. 15  per  cent. 

Formal  sample  shewed — Fat  3.15  per  cent,  and 
solids-not-fat  S.26  per  cent. 

No  proceedings  taken. 

From  the  foregoing  notes  on  deficient  samples  it  will 
be  seen  that  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  deliberate 
adulteration  of  milk  as  the  byre  samples  taken  under  police 
supervision  are  also  found  to  be  deficient  in  some  respect, 
either  in  fats  or  solids-not-fat. 

The  standard  for  milk  is  a presumptive  standard,  and 
no  action  has  yet  been  taken  by  the  central  authorities  to 
make  it  a fixed  standard. 

Sixty  samples  of  other  foods  and  drugs  were  taken  for 
analysis,  namely,  margarine  12,  ice  cream  1,  butter  15, 
mince  10,  sausages  2,  lard  2,  tinned  salmon  3,  Condy  s 
fluid  3,  camphorated  oil  6,  and  lime  water  6.  All  of  these 
articles  were  reported  to  be  genuine  with  the  exception  of 
two  samples  of  lime  water  which  were  slightly  deficient  in 
calcium  hydroxide. 

D.  MEDICAL  SERVICES. 

1.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  nature  of  the  services 
rendered  by  the  District  Nursing  Associations  through  their 
District  Nurses  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  the  Edu- 
cation Committee  of  the  County  Council. 

The  nurses  periodically  visit  all  children  in  their  areas  up 
to  the  age  of  five  years,  when  their  health  record  cards  are 
passed  on  to  the  School  Medical  Officer  thus  establishing  a 
continuous  health  record  from  birth  up  to  the  time  they 
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leave*  school.  The  work  of  home  visitation  has  been  reduced 
by  the  establishment  of  ChildWelfare  Clinics  at  Buckie,  Banff, 
Macduff,  Aberchirder,  Keith  and  Portsoy.  At  Buckie  a Clinic 
is  held  weekly  throughout  the  year.  The  average  weekly 
attendance  was  59  as  compared  with  54  in  the  preceding 
\ cm  . The  Clinics  at  Banff,  Macduff,  Aberchirder,  Keith  and 
Portsoy  are  held  monthly  when  the  average  attendances  were 
37.  4D  32.  26  and  16  respectively.  The  attendances  at  these 
Clinics  all  show  an  increase  on  the  previous  year  with  the 
exception  of  the  Clinic  at  Keith  where  there  is  a reduced 
attendance. 


One  of  the  most  valuable  services  rendered  by  the  Dis- 
trict Nurses  is  attendance  at  confinements  as  Maternity 
Nurses.  During  the  year  they  attended  651  confinements 
compared  with  551  in  the  preceding  year.  It  is  very  satisfac- 
tory to  note  that  the  Maternity  Services  in  Buckie  have  de- 
veloped so  well.  The  District  Nurses  attended  98  confine- 
ments during  the  year. 

One  new  Association  was  formed,  namely,  the  Cairnic 
and  (.range  Nursing  Association,  so  that  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Burghs  of  Cullen  and  Portknockie,  and  the 
Parishes  of  Alvah,  Forglen,  Inverkeithny,  Deskford  and  a 
small  portion  of  Gamrie,  the  whole  County  is  provided  with 
skilled  nursing  services  by  local  Associations. 


I he  whole-time  Health  Visitor  in  Buckie  also  visits  Port- 
knockie and  Cullen  for  Child  Welfare  purposes. 

Institutional  treatment  of  children  suffering  from  mal- 
nutrition, etc.,  is  secured  at  the  Chalmers  Hospital,  Banff, 
the  Seafield  Cottage  Hospital,  Buckie,  and  other  local  hos- 
pitals. Institutional  treatment  of  women  suffering  from 
complications  of  pregnancy  or  confinement,  or  whose  home 
circumstances  are  unsatisfactory  is  provided  at  the  Maternity 
Hospital  Aberdeen,  the  Chalmers  Hospital,  Banff,  the  Sea- 
field  Cottage  Hospital,  Buckie,  and  the  Rose  Innes  Hospital, 
Aberchirder.  The  Maternity  Hospital,  Aberdeen,  admitted 
women  either  for  confinement  or  on  account  of  complications 
of  pregnancy,  from  this  County  distributed  as  follows : — 
Keith  2,  Portsoy  2,  Rothiemay  1,  Aberlour  1,  Grange  1,  Banff 
1,  and  Dufftown  1.  The  Chalmers  Hospital,  Banff,  admitted 
22  women  distributed  as  follows: — Banff  9,  Macduff  4, 
Boyndie  4,  and  1 from  each  of  the  following — Gamrie,  Alvah, 
Cullen,  Keith  Parish,  Aberchirder,  and  Buckie.  The  Sea- 
field  Cottage  Hospital,  Buckie,  admitted  14,  all  of  whom 
resided  in  Buckie  or  in  the  Rathven  landward  area  or  in 
Portknockie. 


It  will  be  noted,  particularly  with  reference  to  the  Chal- 
mers Hospital,  that  where  institutional  accommodation  i- 
available,  considerable  advantage  is  taken  of  it  bv  those  in 
the  more  immediate  neighbourhood.  There  are  no  special 
maternity  wards  at  the  hospital  and  the  provision  of  these  is 
a matter  for  further  consideration.  Further,  it  is  to  be  noted 
that  there  is  no  accommodation  available  for  Keith,  Duff- 
town, Aberlour  and  the  Upper  District,  and  it  may  be  as- 
sumed that  if  such  were  provided,  the  same  advantage  would 
be  taken  of  it,  as  in  the  Banff  area. 

The  following  are  the  statistics  required  to  be  furnished 
to  the  Department  of  Health  by  the  Medical  Officer  in  his 
annual  report,  but  it  has  to  be  kept  in  mind,  that  in  regard 
to  the  home  visitation  of  infants  and  mothers,  the  statistic- 
refer  only  to  those  areas  in  which  there  are  Health  Visitors— 


x.  Births. 

(a)  Number  registered — Legitimate  891 ; Illegitimate  125. 

(b)  Number  notified  850. 

2.  Infantile  Mortality. 

(a)  Number  of  deaths  70. 

(b)  Rate  per  1000  births  67. 

(c)  Number  of  deaths  classified  according  to  age  groups 

and  causes  of  death. 


Age  Groups : — 

Under  1 week  20 

1 week  and  under  4 weeks 22 

4 weeks  and  under  3 months 12 

3 months  and  under  6 months  S 

6 months  and  under  12  months  S 


Causes  of  death  : — 

Prematurity  15 

Pneumonia  9 

Atrophy  and  debility  ...  ir 
Congenital  malformations  7 
Marasmus  c 


Injury  at  birth  2 

Bronchitis  5 

Diarrhoea  r 

Convulsions  4 

Other  causes  it 


3.  Maternal  Mortality. 

(a)  Number  of  deaths  resulting  from  miscarriage  or  child 

birth  1. 

(b)  Number  of  deaths  resulting  from  puerperal  sepsis  1. 
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4.  Report  under  Mid-wives  (Scotland)  Act , 1915. 

Xo  intimation  of  "Intention  to  practise’’  has  been  re- 
ceived. 
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y.  Pre-Natal  Consultations.  Nil. 

S.  Post-Natal  and  other  Consultations.  Nil. 

9.  Child  Welfare  Consultations. 

A child  welfare  clinic  is  held  weekly  in  Buckie  and 
monthly  in  Banff,  Macduff,  Aberchirder,  Portsoy, 
and  Keith. 

10.  Special  Treatment  Centres. 

(1)  Teeth.  (2)  Eyes.  (3)  Other  ailments.  (4)  Ultra 
violet  light  clinics.  Nil. 

11.  Day  Nurseries.  Kindergartens  and  Plo.y  Centres.  Nil. 

12.  Food  and  Milk. 

Number  of  children  in  respect  of  whom  applications 
were  made,  6. 

Number  certified  on  medical  grounds,  Nil. 

Number  certified  as  necessitous,  6. 

13.  Measles. 

Number  of  cases  notified,  Nil.  Number  of  deaths,  Nil. 

• - b?  • • , ' 

14.  Whooping  Cough. 

Number  of  cases  notified,  Nil.  Number  of  deaths,  Nil. 

15.  Ophthalmic  Neonatorum. — 

See  infectious  disease  section. 

16.  Maternity  Hospitals. 

1.  Pre-natal  cases. 

(a)  Number  of  cases  treated  15. 

(b)  Statement  of  conditions  found  15. 

Cystitis  2 

Pyelitis  3 

Threatened  abortion  1. 

Brochitis  1. 

Albuminuria  2. 

Eclampsia  1. 

Other  conditions  5. 

2.  Number  admitted  on  account  of  unsatisfactory  home 

conditions  14. 

3.  Number  admitted  for  complicated  labour  12. 

4:  Number  admitted  for  complications  following  con- 
finement 5. 

The  above  patients  were  treated  either  in  the  Chal- 
mers Hospital,  the  Seafield  Cottage  Hospital,  the  Rose 
Inncs  Hospital,  or  the  Maternity  Hospital,  Aberdeen. 


ij.  Homes  for  Unmarried  Mothers  before  and  after  Confine- 
ment. Nil. 

iS.  Hospitals  for  Sick  Children. 

Fifteen  children  were  treated  either  in  the  Chalmers 
Hospital,  the  Seafield  Cottage  Hospital,  or  the  Rose 
Innes  Hospital,  Aberchirder. 

io.  Convalescent  Homes.  Nil. 

go.  Boarding-out.  Nil. 

21.  Home  Helps.  Nil. 

22.  Educational. 

Short  “talks’’  on  health  matters  were  given  to  the 
mothers  attending  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics  at  Buckie, 
Banff,  Macduff,  Portsoy,  Aberchirder,  and  Keith. 

2.  School  Children — medical  inspection,  supervision  and 
treatment. 

See  School  Medical  Officer’s  Report. 

3.  Infectious  diseases,  notifiable  and  non-notifiable — in- 
cidence— any  special  action  to  deal  with  influenza, 
pneumonia,  measles,  whooping  cough,  encephalitis 
lethargica,  infective  jaundice,  psittacosis.  Refer  to 
any  arrangements  for  supply  of  diphtheria  antitoxin. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

During  the  year  there  was  a continued  prevalence  of 
scarlet  fever,  there  being  notified  285  cases  compared  with 
287  in  the  preceding  year.  There  was  a wider  distribution 
of  the  disease  throughout  the  County  than  in  the  preceding 
year  when  the  epidemic  prevalence  was  confined  to  one  or 
two  burghs.  The  areas  mainly  affected  were  the  parishes 
of  Aberlour,  Inveravon,  and  Inverkeithny,  and  the  burghs  of 
Buckie,  Keith,  Dufftown,  Banff,  and  Macduff.  Hosp  lal 
accommodation  was  available  for  all  cases  requiring  to  be 
removed.  The  nose  and  ear  complications — a feature  of  the 
epidemic  of  1933 — were  not  so  frequent. 

There  were  three  deaths  from  scarlet  fever. 

Diphtheria. 

This  disease  was  fairly  prevalent  throughout  the  year, 
there  being  notified  102  cases  compared  with  73  in  the  1 re- 
ceding year.  The  spread  of  the  disease  was  due  in  ; e y 
large  measure  to  an  unusual  number  of  cases  of  11  sd 
diphtheria  which  were  unrecognised  as  diph  he  iti  ad 
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regarded  as  ordinary  nasal  catarrh.  In  practically  all  the 
outbreaks,  children  were  found  in  school  suffering  from 
“sore  noses’’  shewing  no  throat  symptoms  of  diphtheria. 
Some  of  these  “sore  noses’’  cases  did  a considerable  amount 
of  damage  and  the  detection  and  elimination  of  such  children 
from  school  was  in  many  cases  the  means  of  preventing  a 
further  spread.  The  services  of  the  bacteriological  labora- 
tory, at  the  City  Hospital,  Aberdeen,  were  most  valuable  in 
dealing  with  the  outbreaks,  not  only  in  detecting  unrecog- 
nised cases  but  in  determining  freedom  from  infection  in 
hospital  cases.  As  shewing  the  use  made  of  the  laboratory 
services,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  1,331  brushings  were  sent 
during  the  year  from  this  County  to  the  laboratory.  The 
areas  most  affected  by  diphtheria  were  the  burghs  of  Buckie, 
Dufftown,  and  Keith. 

There  were  six  deaths  from  diphtheria,  namely,  2 in 
Keith,  2 in  Dufftown,  1 in  Aberlour,  and  1 in  Buckie. 

Enteric  Fever. 

No  cases  were  notified  of  either  typhoid  fever  or  para- 
typhoid fever. 

Erysipelas. 

Notifications,  15.  Deaths,  o.  One  case  was  treated  in 
the  Campbell  Hospital,  Portsoy. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Notifications,  8.  Deaths,  o.  Three  patients  were 
treated  in  the  Chalmers  Hospital,  Banff.  The  others  were 
treated  in  their  own  homes. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Notifications,  2.  Deaths,  1.  Both  cases  were  treated 
in  the  Chalmers  Hospital,  Banff. 

Influenzal  Pneumonia  and  Pneumonia. 

Notifications,  94.  Deaths  from  all  forms  of  pneumonia, 
53-  Twenty-four  patients  suffering  from  pneumonia  and 
influenzal  pneumonia  were  treated  in  hospital. 

Dysentery. 

Notifications,  12.  Deaths,  o. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Notifications,  2.  One  case  was  treated  in  the  Chalmers 
Hospital,  and  the  other  treated  at  home.  There  was  no 
impairment  of  vision  in  either  of  the  cases  notified. 

Acute  PoIio=MyeIitis. 

No  cases  notified. 


Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. 

No  cases  notified. 


Measles. 

There  were  no  deaths  registered  as  due  to  measles. 

Whooping  Cough. 

There  were  no  deaths  registered  as  due  to  whooping- 
cough. 


Supplies  of  diphtheria  antitoxin  for  the  use  of  medical 
practitioners  are  stocked  in  Banff,  Portsoy,  Buckie,  Aber- 
chirder,  Keith,  and  Dufftown. 


The  probationer  nurses  in  the  two  infectious  diseases 
hospitals  are  artificially  immunised  against  diphtheria  and 
scarlet  fever  on  taking  up  duty.  There  is  no  general  ap- 
plication of  artificial  immunisation  against  these  diseases. 


The  following  table  shews  the  incidence  of  notifiable 
infectious  diseases  in  the  two  landward  areas  and  the  Burghs 
during  1934  : — 
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4.  Tuberculosis — Prevention  and  Treatment. 

During  1934  there  was  received  a total  of  29  notifications 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  compared  with  20  in  1933,  30  in 
1932,  and  26  in  1931.  The  number  is  slightly  higher  than 
in  1933  but  still  shews  a considerable  decline  in  incidence 
since  compulsory  notification  of  the  disease  came  into  oper- 
ation in  1916. 

The  distribution  of  the  patients  notified  as  suffering  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  the  landward  area  and  the  various 
burghs  in  the  County  is  shewn  in  the  following  table  and  for 
purposes  of  comparison  the  number  of  notifications  received 
in  the  preceding  years  and  the  average  number  received  for 
the  three  quinquennial  periods  is  also  shewn. 


Average  Average  Average 
lor  period  for  period  for  period 


1934. 

1933. 

1932. 

1931. 

1921-1925 

1926-1930. 

1916-1920 

Banff  District 

6 

5 

8 

7 

S.8 

10.3 

I5.S 

Keith  District 

6 

2 

4 

3 

7-2 

7.6 

9.8 

Aberchirder 

— 

I 

1 

2 

0.6 

2-3 

2.S 

Aberlour 

i 

— 

— 

— 

0.8 

0.8 

0.6 

Banff 

3 

2 

3 

1 

3-o 

4-0 

4.0 

Buckie 

2 

6 

3 

2 

3-2 

S.  2 

9.8 

Cullen 

2 

— 

1 

0.6 

1.0 

2.0 

Dufftown 

— 

— 

2 

— 

0.6 

. O.4 

1.6 

Findochtv 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1.6 

i-4 

3-4 

Keith 

4 

3 

7 

3 

3-4 

3-0 

6.2 

Macduff 

2 

— 

2 

1 

1.4 

3-0 

6.0 

Portknockie 

1 



— 

2 

1.0 

1.4 

3-S 

Portsoy 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1.2 

1.0 

2.4 

County 

29 

20 

30 

26 

33-4 

44.2 

68.2 

According  to  age,  the  notified  cases  and  deaths  in  1934 
were  distributed  as  follows  : — 

Notified  Cases.  Deaths. 


Under  1 year  — — 

1 year  and  under  5 years  — 

5 years  and  under  15  years  3 1 

15  years  and  under  25  years  4 — 

-25  years  and  under  45  3'ears  17  10 

45  years  and  under  65  years  5 3 

65  years  and  upwards — • — 2 


In  addition  to  these  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  27 
notifications  were  received  of  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  in- 
cluding superficial  glands  9.  abdominal  8,  spine  2,  bones  and 
joints  3,  lupus  1,  and  other  organs  4. 
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There  is  a considerable  decrease  in  the  number  of  noti- 
'iications  of  non-pulnionary  tuberculosis  compared  with  the 
preceding  rear  alien  44  notifications  were  received.  ■ 

The  number  of  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was 
•i6  compared  with  15  in  the  preceding  \7ear,  2S  in  1932,  and 
21  in  1931.  The  annual  average  number  of  deaths  in  the 
;period  1910-1920  was  45,  and  in  the  following  five-year 
'periods  34  and  29. 

In  the  following  table  is  shewn  the  death  rate  from  pul-' 
monary  tuberculosis  in  Scotland  and  Banffshire  in  the  period 
I925'I934  : — 

Pulmonary  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  Population. 

1925  1926  1927  1928  1929  1930  1931  1932  1933  1934 
Scotland  .76  .69  .71  ,6S  .67  .62  .62  .61  .60  .57 

Banffshire  .57  .65  .69.  .50  .53  .36  .38  .51  .27  .29 

The  number  of  deaths  due  to  non-pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis was  5 compared  with  13  in  the  preceding  year,  10  in 
1932,  and  S,  14,  13,  20,  12,  16  and  31  in  the  immediate  pre- 
ceding years. 

In  the  following  table  is  shewn  the  death  rate  from  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  Scotland  and  Banffshire  in  the 
period  1925-1934 : — 

Xon-Pulmonary  Death  Rate  Per  1,000  of  Population. 

1925  1926  1927  192S  1929  1930  1931  1932  1933  1934 
Scotland  .34  .30  .29  .29  .27  .26  .25  .23  .20  .iS 

Banffshire  .55  .30  .22  .40  .27  .25  .15  .18  .23  09 

Institutional  Treatment.  — The  institutional  treatment 
for  patients  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  consists 
of  10  beds  in  a special  pavilion  at  the  Chalmers  Hospital, 
Banff,  and  such  beds  at  the  Turner  Memorial  Hospital, 
Keith,  as  are  not  required  for  the  isolation  of  infectious  dis- 
eases from  the  Burgh  of  Keith.  Beds  are  also  available  at  the 
Rose  Innes  Hospital,  Aberchirder,  where  the  trustees  hav^ 
erected  two  shelters  in  the  grounds  of  the  hospital,  which 
during  the  summer  months  are  very  suitable  for  either  pul- 
monary or  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  cases.  The  P'leming 
Cottage  Hospital,  Abcrlour,  has  also  accommodation  for  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

Patients  requiring  some  form  of  special  treatment  are 
admitted  to  Woodend  Hospital,  Aberdeen.  Patients  desiring 
to  be  treated  in  institutions  other  than  those  provided  in  this 
county  are  admitted  to  Woodend  Hospital,  Aberdeen,  the 
Grampian  Sanatorium,  Kingussie,  and  Tor-nu-Dee  Sana- 
torium, near  Aberdeen,  the  County  Council  making  a contri- 
bution towards  the  cost  of  their  treatment  equal  to  the  pay- 
ment made  to  institutions  in  this  county. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  which 
received  treatment  under  the  Tuberculosis  Scheme  in 
Sanatoria  or  other  Institutions  during  the  year : 


Pulmonary 


Adults 


Cliikl  ren 


Adults 

Xon-Pulmonary 


Children 

. 


(Males 

( Females 

(Males 

l Females 

(Males 

(Females 
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14 

10 
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o 


8 


15 


i; 


n 

6 


4 

l 


Totai 14  48  48  4 15 

I he  Institutions  in  which  these  patients  were  treated  were 
the  Chalmers  Hospital,  Banff,  3r  ; the  Turner  Memorial  Hos- 
pital, Keith,  3 ; the  Rose  Innes  Hospital,  Aberchirder,  3 ; the 
Fleming  Cottage  Hospital,  Aberlour,  2 ; the  Seafield  Cottage 
Hospital,  Buckie,  2 ; Woodend  Hospital,  Aberdeen,  3 ; tiie 
Grampian  Sanatorium,  Kingussie,  1 ; and  Tor-na-Dee  Sana- 
torium, Aberdeen,  1. 

Domiciliary  Treatment. — Eighteen  patients  were  in  re- 
ceipt of  special  benefits  under  the  Tubei  eulosis  Scheme. 
These  included  the  provision  of  foods  such  as  milk,  beef  and 
eggs. 

Seven  patients  occupied  shelters  erected  at  their  own 
homes  and  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

Tuberculosis  Order. — In  terms  of  this  Order  there  were 
dealt  with  47  animals,  of  which  11  suffered  from  tuberculosis 
of  the  udder.  In  the  preceding  9 yea’s  the  numbers  dealt 
with  were  respectively  : — 47  with  S udders  affected  ; 72  with 
6 udders  affected,  80  with  12  udders  affected;  S6  with  2 
udders  affected  ; 100  with  4 udders  affected  ; 89  with  4 udders 
affected;  76  with  1 udder  affected;  57  with  n udders 
affected,  and  17  with  2 udders  affected. 
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5.  Venereal  Diseases — prevention  and  treatment. 

For  the  purpose  of  The  Public  Health  (Venereal  Diseases) 
Regulations  (Scotland),  1916,  this  County  continues  to  be 
one  of  the  partners  in  the  joint  scheme  for  the  City  of  Aber- 
deen and  the  North-Eastern  Counties.  Out-patient  clinics 
are  held  practically  daily  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Aberdeen. 
In  addition  to  these  facilities  for  treatment,  out-patient 
clinics  are  held  twice  weekly  at  the  Chalmers  Hospital,  Banff. 
Monthty  statements  are  received  from  these  two  institutions 
giving  particulars  of  the  number  of  new  patients  who  have 
attended  for  treatment,  and  the  number  of  attendances  of 
both  new  and  old  patients.  The  following  table  gives  the 
particulars  for  the  year  in  regard  to  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
Aberdeen,  and  the  Chalmers  Hospital,  Banff  : — 
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January  . 
February 
March 
April 

May  

June 

July  

August  . . 
September 
October  . 
November 
December 


i. 

O 


E-*  ~ 


I 


I 

I 

3 

3 

i 


1 

2 


~c 

£ 

TS 

cd 

cn 

C 

a. 


a 

a- 


I 


Attendance  at 
V.D.  Clinics. 

Number  of  Doses 
of  Special 
Drugs  supplied 
to  Medical 
Practitioners. 

Laboratory 
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From  the  above  tables  it  will  be  seen  that  13  new  eases 
attended  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Aberdeen.  In  the  preced- 
ing 12  years  the  numbers  were  respectively  13,  iS,  19,  15,  3, 
9,  16,  iS,  io,  13,  10,  and  n. 

At  the  Chalmers  Hospital,  Banff,  the  number  of  new 
cases  in  1934  was  iS.  In  the  preceding  10  vears  the  numbers 
were  respectively  23,  19,  25,  23,  12,  14,  17,'  24,  19,  and  20. 

As  there  is  no  system  of  notification  in  operation  in  con- 
nection with  the  venereal  diseases,  there  is  no  proper  infor- 
mation available  as  to  the  actual  incidence  of  these  diseases. 
Some  authorities  have  asked  for  a system  of  notification  for 
their  areas  but  so  far  powers  have  not  been  given  them,  it 
being  argued  that  persons  suffering  from  these  diseases  would 
avoid  seeking  treatment  if  it  involved  having  their  cases  re- 
ported. There  are  circumstances  in  which  more  powers  are 
required.  Information  is  sometimes  obtained  from  patients 
that  goes  to  show  the  existence  of  an  active  source  of  in- 
fection in  a district,  yet  when  the  suspected  person  is  asked 
to  attend  for  treatment  there  is  no  response  and  nothing 
done. 


6.  Neurological  and  psychiatric  service  (for  mental  dis- 
ability in  the  pre-certification  stages.) 

No  arrangements  for  consultations  or  neurological 
clinics  have  yet  been  made. 
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7.  Sick  Poor — Arrangements  for  medical  care  and 
nursing. 

Medical  attendance  on  the  sick  poor  in  their  own  homes 
is  provided  by  the  Parish  Medical  Officers  as  formerly. 
Where  institutional  treatment  is  found  to  be  necessary,  it  is 
provided  at  the  Seafield  Cottage  Hospital,  Buckie,  the  local 
hospitals  within  the  County,  and  at  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
Aberdeen.  The  County  Council  subscribes  to  the  funds  of 
the  Local  District  Nursing  Associations  to  secure  the  ser- 
vices of  their  nurses  for  attendance  on  the  sick  poor. 

8.  Hospital  and  Ambulance  facilities. 

There  are  • three  hospitals  in  the  County  owned  and 
administered  by  the  Public  Health  Committee,  namely,  the 
Campbell  Hospital,  Portsoy,  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Duff- 
town, the  Seafield  Cottage  Hospital,  Buckie.  There  was 
no  change  in  the  administration  of  these  hospitals  during 
the  year. 

Motor  ambulances  are  stationed  at  the  Campbell  Hos- 
pital, Portsoy,  and  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Dufftown,  for  the 
transport  of  patients  suffering  from  infectious  diseases  to 
these  hospitals,  and  to  the  Rose  Innes  Hospital,  Aberchir- 
der,  and  the  Turner  Memorial  Hospital,  Keith. 

At  Buckie,  there  is  a motor  ambulance  for  the  transport 
of  sick  poor  persons  to  the  Seafield  Cottage  Hospital,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Stationed  at  the  Chalmers  Hospital,  Banff,  is  a motor 
ambulance,  the  property  of  the  County  Ambulance  Com- 
mittee. This  ambulance  is  available  for  the  transport  of 
patients  suffering  from  disease  or  accident  in  any  part  of  the 
county  but  is  mainly  used  for  the  transport  of  patients  to  the 
Chalmers  Hospital. 

F.  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

There  are  in  the  County  132  factories  and  workshops,  of 
which  12  are  retail  bakehouses.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  made 
109  inspections  of  these  premises,  and  sent  written  notices 
in  respect  of  8 defects,  all  of  which  were  remedied. 

ALEX.  LED  INCH  AM, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Banff,  April,  1935. 


APPENDIX  x. 

Causes  of  Death  in  tlte  County  of  Banff  during  1934. 

1.  Typhoid  Fever  

2.  Measles  ...  

3.  Scarlet  Fever  ... 

4.  Whooping  Cough 

5.  Diphtheria 

6.  Influenza  ...  ...  

7.  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

8.  Other  Epidemic  Diseases 

9.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  # 

10.  Other  Tubercular  Diseases  ... 

11.  Other  Infectious  Diseases  ... 

12.  Cancer  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  1 4 

13.  Diabetes 

14.  Other  General  Diseases  r5 

15.  Cerebral  Hcemorrhage  

16.  Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  ...  ...  19 

17.  Heart  Disease 

18.  Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

ig.  Bronchitis  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  31 

20.  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ...  ...  ...  •••  53 

21.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

22.  Gastric  and  Duodenal  Ulcer  ...  ...  ...  13 

23.  Diarrhoea 

24.  Appendicitis  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  4 

25.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

26.  Other  Diseases  of  Liver 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases  ...  ...  •••  •••  x4 

28.  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  •••  •••  18 

29.  Other  Diseases  of  Genito-Uriuarv  System  ...  10 

30.  Puei~peral  Sepsis  ...  ...  •••  •••  1 

31.  Other  Puerperal  Causes  1 

32.  Diseases  of  Skin  and  Locomotor  System 2 

33.  Congcn.  Debil.,  Prem.  Birth,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  45 

34.  Old  Age  34 

35.  Suicide  3 

36.  Other  violence  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  21 

37.  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  ...  ...  ...  13 


All  causes  ...  660 


APPENDIX  II. 

HOSPITALS. 

Reports  by  Medical  Officers. 

SEAFIELI)  COTTAGE  HOSPITAL,  BUCKIE. 

Accommodation. — there  is  accommodation  for  23  adults 
and  6 children.  During  the  year  the  average  number  of 
beds  occupied  was  22.57-  The  highest  number  occupied  was 
51  on  20/12/34,  the  lowest  14  on  10/3/34.  The  average 
duration  of  stay  of  patients  was  56  days.  These  figures  do 
not  take  into  account  cases  coming  in  for  operation,  e.g., 
removal  of  Tonsils,  Teeth,  &c.,  and  staying  less  than  a day. 

Classification  of  Cases. — During  the  year  147  cases  were 
dealt  with,  and  may  be  classified  as  follows  : — 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System  ...  ...  ...  16 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Empyema  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  Respiratory  diseases  (Bronchitis,  Pleurisy)  ...  7 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood  Vessels  7 

Pernicious  Anaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  Anaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Diseases  of  the  Kidney  (Nephritis)  ...  ...  ...  3 

Diseases  of  Ductless  Glands  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Gastritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Gynaecological  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Genito-Urinary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ophthalmia  ...  ...  2 

Diseases  of  the  Skin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hypertrophied  Tonsils  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Carious  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ulcer  of  Leg  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4. 

Fractures  of  Skull  

Other  Fractures  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rheumatism  and  Rheumatic  Conditions  4 

Chorea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Rickets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Burns  and  Scalds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Debility  and  Marasmus  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Senility  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Surgical  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  2 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sarcoma  ...  ...  ...  1 

Acute  Cellulitis  and  Abscesses  ...  ...  •••  •••  4 

Injuries  and  Wounds  2 

Pregnancy  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Eclampsia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  j 

No  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 
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In  addition  there  were  treated  by  operation  69  eases 
which  were  less  than  one  day  in  Hospital. 

Visitation  by  Medical  Officers.— The  Hospital  was 

visited  7S6  times  during  the  year,  302  of  these  being  made 
on  behalf  of  the  Junior  Medical  Officers,  484  on  behalf  of 
the  Senior  Medical  Officer. 

Water  Supply. — The  supply  is  ample,  and  appliances 
are  provided  to  make  it  available  in  case  of  fire. 

Sanitary  Arrangements.  — These  are  sufficient  and  in 

good  order. 

Nursing  Arrangements. — The  Nursing  Staff  now  con- 
sists of  the  Matron,  1 Staff  Nurse,  and  2 Probationers. 

Dietary. — The  dietary  is  liberal,  and  of  a high  standard. 

Bathing. — If  certified  fit,  patients  are  bathed  on  ad- 
mission; once  weekly  as  routine,  and  oftener  if  necessary. 

Medicine  and  Medical  Appliances. — These  were  sup- 
plied in  quantity  and  quality  as  ordered. 

Equipment. — The  equipment  has  been  sufficient  and 
suitable  for  the  work  done  at  the  Hospital. 

Heating  and  Ventilation,  and  Lighting.— The  Central 

Heating  System  continues  to  give  satisfaction.  The  Wards 
are  kept  comfortably  warmed  and  well  ventilated. 

Electric  Light  was  introduced  throughout  the  Hospital 
during  the  summer,  and  has  proved  a boon  to  patients  and 
staff. 


Addition  to  Hospital. — A new  Wing  comprising  a Ward 

for  six  beds,  Ward  Kitchen  and  two  Staff  Bedrooms,  has 
been  added  to  the  Hospital.  The  Ward  was  occupied  on 
15th  June.  It  is  comfortably  warmed  from  the  Central  Heat- 
ing System,  lighted  by  Electricity,  and  is  fully  equipped. 

Arrangements  for  Tuberculous,  Infectious,  Verminous, 
and  Venereal  Cases. — Arrangements  as  in  former  Reports. 

Operations. — There  is  an  Operating  Theatre  equipped 

to  deal  with  the  commoner  operations.  Cases  requiring 
major  operations  are  generally  sent  to  Banff  or  Aberdeen. 


During  the  year  the  following  operations  were  per- 
formed under  a general  anaesthesia  : — 

Resection  of  Rib  (Empyema)  2 

Removal  of  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  45 

T.B.  Glands  7 

Injection  of  Varicose  Veins  4 

Removal  of  Cysts,  etc 3 

Injuries  — Fracture  1 

Other  injuries  2 

Suppurative  Cellulitis  and  Abscesses  5 

Carious  Teeth  2 

Obstetrical  Cases  6 

Gynaecological  3 

Genito-Urinary  4 

88 

Obstetric  Cases. — There  were  11  births  at  the  Hospital 

during  the  year. 

Deaths. — During  the  year  15  deaths  occurred  at  the  Hos- 
pital. The  causes  may  be  classified  as  followsi — 

Sarcoma  1 

Carcinoma  x 

Pneumonia  2 

Scalds  1 

Cardiac  3 

Pernicious  Anaemia  1 

Septicaemia  1 

Uraemia  1 

Fracture  of  Sku.ll  .’ 2 

Addison’s  Disease  1 

Prematurity  1 

15 


GEORGE  HENDRY,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 
Senior  Medical  Officer. 


CAMPBELL  HOSPITAL,  PORTSOY. 


The  number  of  patients  treated  in  Hospital  during  the 
year  1934  was  as  follows  : — 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Erysipelas 
Pneumonia 


21  134  134 

16  47  44 

3 3 


■> 

T 


I 


l8 

18 


Total 37  185  181 5 36 


JOHN  \Y.  MACRAE,  Medical  Officer. 


THE  BANFFSHIRE  UPPER  DISTRICT  ISOLATION 
HOSPITAL,  DUFFTOWN. 

Number  of  Patients  admitted  to  above  Hospital  from 
1st  January  1934  till  31st  December  1934 — 


Total  No hi 

Scarlet  Fever  65 

Diphtheria  45 

Nursing  Mother  1 


There  were  3 deaths  during  the  year. 

to  Patients  remaining  in  Hospital  at  31st  December  1934. 


C.  M.  STEPHEN,  Medical  Officer 


APPENDIX  111. 

LABORATORY  EXAMINATIONS  FOR  BANFFSHIRE. 
January — December  1934. 


DIPHTHERIA— 

Positive.  Negative. 

Total. 

Throat,  nose  and  ear  swabs 

194 

ii37 

1331 

TUBERCULOSIS— 

Sputum  

•••  54 

194 

248 

Pus  

13 

13 

Faeces  

2 

2 

Urines  

20 

20 

Pleural  fluids  

9 

9 

TYPHOID  FEVER— 

Blood  cultures  

O 

i5 

15 

Widals  

O 

21 

21 

Faeces  

4 

4 

PARATYPHOID  FEVER  A. 
Widals  

B.  and  C. 
1 

62 

63 

Faeces  

3 

3 

UNDULANT  FEVER— 

Agglutinations  

1 

20 

21 

BACILLARY  DYSENTERY- 
Faeces  

24 

26 

VENEREAL  DISEASES— 

Wassermann  Reactions 

53 

73 

Kahn  Tests  

53 

73 

Gonococcal  smears  

21 

26 

Grand 

Total. 

1331 


292 


40 

66 

21 

26 


172 
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BIOCHEMICAL  EXAMINATIONS— 

Blood  sugar  — — 5 

Blood  urea  — — 6 

Urine  sugar  — — i 

Faeces  for  blood  — — io 

Gastric  contents  — — i 

Blood  cholesterol  — — i 

— 24 

GENERAL— 

Urines  : — 

General  pathological  examination  ...  74 

Bacteriological  examination  67 

Cerebro-spinal  fluids  2 

Pleural  fluids  8 

Blood  cultures  10 

Blood  counts  25 

Differential  cell  counts  19 

Pus  for  organisms  58 

Fluids  for  organisms  3 

Sputum  for  organisms  22 

Throat,  nose  and  ear  swabs  for  organisms  139 

Eye  swabs  for  organisms  2 

Vaccines  38 

Waters  : — 

Bacteriological  examinations  14 

Chemical  examinations  13 

Histological  examinations  15 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  123 

Milks  : — 

Bacterial  counts  4 

Organisms  6 

Animal  specimens  1 

Miscellaneous  1 

— 524 
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ANIMAL  INOCULATION— 

Guinea  pigs  inoculated  with  milk  deposit 

for  tubercle  bacilli  66 

Guinea  pigs  inoculated  with  pleural  fluid 

for  tubercle  bacilli  3 

Guinea  pigs  inoculated  with  pus  for 

tubercle  bacilli  2 

Guinea  pigs  inoculated  with  ear  swab  for 

virulent  B.  diphtheriae  1 

Mice  used  in  typing  of  pneumococci  3 

— 75 

257i 


32 


COUNTY  OF  BANFF. 

REPORT  BY  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
For  the  Year  1934. 

During  the  year  the  Sanitary  condition  of  the  County 
has  been  good,  and  systematic  inspections  were  made  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  in  all  villages  and  hamlets  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  existence  of  nuisances  requiring  to  be  dealt 
with. 

The  following  summaries  indicate  sanitary  work  over- 


taken in  the  Count3r  during  the  year  : — 

1.  Insanitary  houses  and  bothies  dealt  with,  - 74 

Remedied  more  or  less,  - - - - ...  6 

2.  Unsatisfactory  water  supplies  dealt  with,  - 3 

Remedied,  - - - - - - ...  2 

3.  Defective  drains,  traps,  W.Cs.,  &c.,  dealt  with,  - 10 

Remedied,  10 

4.  Dirty  houses,  premises,  including  ashpit  privies,  - 

<Sr e.,  dealt  with,  - - - - 16 

Remedied,  13 

5.  Dirty  cowsheds,  milk  stores  and  cows,  etc.,  (milk 

premises),  dealt  with,  - - 53 

Remedied,  50 

0.  Dirty  cowsheds,  milk  stores  and  cows  (butter  and 

cheese  premises),  dealt  with,  - - 81 

Remedied,  - - - - - ...  76 

7.  Defective,  or  want  of,  ashpits  and  privies  dealt  with,  4 

Remedied,  3 

8.  Middens  and  foul  accumulations  dealt  with  - 14 

Remedied,  - - - - - - ...  11 

9.  Sundries — Choked  drains,  overcrowding,  means  of 

ventilation,  &c.,  dealt  with,  - - - 9 

Remedied,  - - - - - - ...  8 

10.  Workshops  and  workplaces  dealt  with,  8 

Remedied,  - - - - - - ...  8 


Totals,  - - 27 2 187 


Housing. — During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in- 
spected gb  dwelling-houses  under  the  Housing  (Inspection 
of  District)  Regulations  (Scotland)  1928.  74  were  found  to 

be  in  a state  unfit  for  habitation.  Of  these  two  were  made 
fit  for  habitation  by  the  aid  of  a grant  under  the  Housing 
(Rural  Workers)  Act  1926,  one  was  repaired  without  the  aid 
of  a grant  and  one  became  derelict.  Notices  were  served 
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under  Section  16  (i)  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act  1930  on 
the  owners  of  the  remaining  70  dwelling  houses  when  De- 
molition Orders  were  made  regarding  52  dwelling-houses, 
Closing  Orders  on  5.  Statutory  undertaking  was  given  to 
carry  out  such  works  as  to  render  the  houses  fit  for  habita- 
tion in  3 instances  and  10  were  deferred. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Housing  Sub-Committee  on  23rd 
April  1934  it  was  decided  to  erect  under  the  Housing  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1930,  four  houses  in  each  of  the  villages  of  Gar- 
denstown,  Portgordon,  and  Whitehills.  Similarly,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Housing  Sub-Committee  on  25th  January, 
I935»  it  was  decided  to  erect  29  dwelling-houses  under  the 
Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1930,  viz.,  4 in  the  parish  of  Rothie- 
may,  2 in  the  parish  of  Grange,  2 in  the  parish  of  Boyndie, 
2 in  the  parish  of  Banff,  2 in  the  parish  of  Ordiquhill,  2 in 
the  parish  of  Boharm  or  Botriphnie,  2 in  the  parish  of  Mar- 
noch,  2 in  the  parish  of  Inverkeithny,  2 in  the  parish  of 
Gamrie,  4 in  the  village  of  Newmill,  2 in  the  village  of  Tom- 
intoul,  and  3 in  the  village  of  Fordyce. 

To  date  the  4 dwelling-houses  at  Portgordon  are  nearing 
completion.  Building  operations  have  not  yet  commenced 
in  Whitehills  and  Gardenstown,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  the 
work  will  be  proceeded  with  at  an  early  date. 

In  the  report  of  1933  mention  was  made  of  the  serious 
sub-letting  in  the  special  Districts  of  Gardenstown,  Portgor- 
don, and  Whitehills,  and  from  information  obtained  during 
1934  in  these  villages  the  conditions  are  more  acute. 

As  far  as  is  known  only  one  dwelling-house  was  erected 
in  the  rural  area  of  the  County  without  the  aid  of  a subsidy 
during  1934. 

A statement  of  proceedings  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  as 
designating  officer  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  Dis- 
trict) Regulations  1928  and  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act  1930. 
See  Appendix  1. 

Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act,  1926. — During  the  year 
considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  reconditioning  ot 
dwelling-houses  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act 
7926.  Twentv  applications  were  approved  by  the  County 
Council  and  Certificate  “A”  granted  to  the  following  : — 

The  reconditioning  of  dwelling-houses  at  — 

Church  Cottage,  Forglen. 

60  Main  Street,  Newmill. 
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74  Main  .Street,  Newmill. 

76  Main  Street,  Newmill. 

Teuanton  Croft,  Botriphnie. 

St  Tarquins,  Fordyce. 

Slacks  Cottage,  Alvah. 

Oran  Cottage,  Rathven. 

Wardhaugh  Cottage,  Inverkeitkny. 
iNIill  of  Kinnairdy,  Marnoch. 

Muirton  Cottage,  Craigellachie. 

Auchintoul  Cottage,  Marnoch. 

Tollhouse,  Forgieside,  Keith. 

Cottage  at  Kinnairdy  Castle,  Marnoch. 

Cottage  at  Cronnney  Castle,  Marnoch. 

Woodside,  Crooksmill,  Keith. 

Bridgend,  Forglen. 

The  provision  of  water  supply,  drainage,  &c.,  at— 

Easter  Silverford,  Gamrie. 

Easter  Outseat,  Gamrie. 

5 Holdings  near  Dubford,  Gamrie. 

The  following  works  were  completed  during  the  3rear 
and  Certificate  “B”  granted  : — 

The  reconditioning  of  dwelling-houses  at — 

Highlandman’s  Croft,  Ordiquhill. 

Gordonstown  Croft,  Ordiquhill. 

North  Finnygaud,  Ordiquhill. 

Bogton,  Forglen. 

Slacks  Cottage,  Alvah. 

Church  Cottage,  Forglen. 

St  Tarquius,  Fordyce. 

60  Main  Street,  Newmill. 

Oran  Cottage,  Rathven. 

Wardhaugh  Cottage,  Inverkeithny. 

Bridgend,  Forglen. 

The  provision  of  a water  supply,  drainage,  &c. — 

Easter  Outseat,  Gamrie. 

Since  the  Scheme  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers' 
Act,  i926._  came  into  operation,  120  applications  have  been 
granted,  the  total  amount  of  grant  approved  being  ^12,443 
15s  lod.  Ninety-six  dwelling-houses  have  been  recondi- 
tioned and  44  dwelling-houses  provided  with  water  supplies, 
drainage  and  minor  improvements. 


Water  Supplies. — There  are  nine  Special  Water  Supply 
Districts  in  the  County,  namely,  Crovie  and  Gardcnstown  in 
the  Parish  of  Gamrie;  Whitehills  in  the  Parish  of  Boyndie; 
Fordyce  in  the  Parish  of  Fordyce;  Portgordon  in  the  Parish 
of  Rathven;  Tomintoul  in  the  Parish  of  Kirkmichael;  New- 
mill  in  the  Parish  of  Keith;  Crannoch  in  the  Parish  of 
Grange;  and  Cornhill  in  the  Parish  of  Ordiquhill. 

There  was  a plentiful  supply  of  water  in  each  of  the 
^Special  Districts  during  the  year  and  each  system  was  main- 
tained in  good  order.  With  the  exception  of  Whitehills  and 
Cornhill  no  alterations  or  improvements  of  any  note  were 
carried  out  during  the  j7ear.  In  Whitehills  for  several  years 
past  a shortage  of  water  was  experienced  in  the  higher  parts 
of  the  village.  This  was  due  to  an  exceptional  draw-off  at 
the  fishcuring  premises  at  the  Harbour.  This  shortage  was 
ol  short  duration  and  usually  occurred  during  the  afternoon, 
and  it  was  found  particularly  at  the  school  no  water  was 
available  for  two  to  three  hours.  As  an  experiment  the 
supply  from  the  Wary  lip  reservoir,  which  meantime  supplies 
the  west  end  of  the  village,  was  connected  to  the  harbour 
main.  Up  to  the  present  this  arrangement  has  proved  satis- 
factory as  there  has  been  a constant  supply  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  village  since  this  alteration  was  made.  Under  the 
Rural  Water  Supplies  Act,  1934,  a scheme  has  been  prepared 
by  the  Banff  District  Council  to  erect  a storage  reservoir  of 
60,000  gallons  capacity  011  the  higher  ground  to  the  south  of 
the  village  and  to  duplicate  the  water  main  from  this  reser- 
voir to  the  village. 

At  Cornhill  alterations  were  made  to  the  springs  at  the 
gathering  area  in  the  hope  of  giving  a gravitation  supply  to 
two  dwelling-houses  situated  at  the  higher  part  of  the  vil- 
lage. 


In  the  Report  for  1933  it  was  stated  that  there  was  a 
shortage  of  water  at  Newmill.  Investigations  were  made  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  when  it  was  found  that  by  mistake  a 
tradesman  had  opened  one  of  the  scours  instead  of  closing  a 
stop  cock  at  a building  which  was  for  a considerable  period 
unoccupied.  A gauging  was  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
on  31st  August  1934  of  the  Newmill  supply  when  a daily 
yield  of  24,793  gallons  was  found,  equal  to  39  gallons  per 
head  of  the  population.  At  a meeting  of  the  Banff  County 
Council  held  on  18th  December  1934  a requisition  from  13 
ratepayers  was  submitted  requesting  that  the  area  known  as 
Milltown,  Rothiemay,  be  formed  into  a Special  Water  and 
Drainage  District.  It  was  agreed  to  form  the  Special  Dis- 
trict. 


Drainage. — There  are  six  Special  Drainage  Districts  in 
the  County,  namely,  Fordyce,  Gardenstown,  Tomintoul, 
Portgordon,  Whitehills,  and  Cornhill. 

In  Fordyce  alterations  were  made  in  1933  to  improve 
the  unsatisfactory  drainage  by  the  introduction  of  street 
gully  traps.  Previously  complaints  were  made  regarding 
offensive  odours  from  these  untrapped  street  drains.  .Since 
these  alterations  were  carried  out  no  complaints  have  been 
received. 

In  Whitehills,  as  mentioned  in  the  Report  for  1933, 
there  are  still  a large  number  of  properties  the  drainage  of 
which  is  not  yet  connected  to  the  public  sewer,  but  still  con- 
nected to  the  old  stone  drains.  These  drains  discharge  on 
to  the  foreshore,  and  the  areas  at  these  outlets  are  consider- 
ably fouled.  During  the  current  year  a report  was  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Committee  regarding  the  drains  from 
these  properties,  and  statutory  notices  are  to  be  served  on 
each  defaulting  proprietor  to  connect  to  the  public  sewer. 
Difffcultv  has  been  experienced  with  the  main  sewer  at  the 
west  end  of  the  village.  This  part  of  the  system  has  a very 
small  gradient  and  frequently  chokes  up.  A special  appar- 
atus has  now  been  obtained  for  the  periodical  cleaning  of  this 
sewer. 

In  Cornhill  a new  6"  sewer  was  laid  down  at  the  north 
side  of  the  village  and  septic  tanks  and  filter  bed  were  con- 
structed during  1934.  The  drainage  from  the  south  side  of 
the  village  is  connected  to  the  system,  but  it  is  found  that  a 
considerable  quantity  of  water  from  field  drainage  is  con- 
tinuouslv  flowing  into  this  drain,  thereby  preventing  the 
proper  action  of  the  septic  tanks.  It  will  be  necessary  to 
have  this  water  excluded  from  the  purification  system  and 
discharged  into  the  burn  below  the  outfall  from  the  filter. 

Gardenstown,  Portgordon,  and  Tomintoul  have  each  a 
modern  svstem  of  sewers,  and  each  has  been  maintained  in 
good  order  during  the  year.  Mention  has  been  made  in  pre- 
vious Annual  Reports  regarding  the  unsatisfactory  condition 
of  the  drainage  at  Newmill.  The  drainage  of  this  village  is 
obsolete  stone  drains  with  untrapped  street  openings,  conse- 
quently objectionable  odours  emanate  from  these  drains. 
Six  defective  private  drains  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 


The  Department  of  Health  request  the  Sanitary  In- 
spector to  incorporate  in  his  report  the  following : — 


District. 

W.Cs. 
erected 
in  1984. 

Common  W.Cs. 
in  use  for  two  or 
more  tenants. 

Number  of 
houses 
without  a 
water 
supply  and 
sink  inside 
the  house. 

Privies. 

Ashpits. 

Cornliiil 

(i 

Nil 

20 

23  for  1 tenant 
3 for  2 tenants 

22  for  1 tenant 
3 tor  2 tenants 
2 for  3 tenants 

Crovie 

Nil 

Nil 

67 

28  for  1 tenant 
8 for  2 tenants 

Gardenstown 

2 

6 for  2 tenants 

81 

49  for  1 tenant 

6 Public 
receptacles 

Fordyce 

i 

1 

47 

80  for  1 tenant 
8 for  2 tenants 

42  for  1 tenant 
8 for  2 tenants 

Newmill 

Nil 

Nil 

98 

86  for  1 tenant 
20  for  2 tenants 
2 for  3 tenants 

38  tor  1 tenant 
11  for  2 tenants 
10  for  3 tenants 
3 for  4 tenants 

Portgordon 

i 

( 

14  for  2 do. 
1 for  3 do. 
1 for  4 do. 

} 97 

88  tor  1 tenant 
11  for  2 tenants 

2 Public 
receptacles 

Sandend 

Nil 

Nil 

70 

38  for  1 tenant 

Nil 

Tomintoul 

Nil 

Nil 

59 

55  for  1 tenant 
5 for  2 tenants 

40  for  1 tenant 
7 for  2 tenants 

Whitehills 

4 

1 for  2 do. 

120 

24  for  1 tenant 
2 for  2 tenants 

Ml 

Scavenging. — The  Special  Scavenging  Districts  are 
Gardenstown,  Fordyce,  Whitehills,  Sandend,  Portgordon 
and  Newmill.  With  the  exception  of  Fordyce  and  Newniill 
the  scavenging  was  carried  out  by  contractors,  who  have 
each  carried  out  their  duties  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

At  Gardenstown  six  concrete  receptacles  are  situated  at 
convenient  centres  in  which  the  householders  deposit  their 
refuse.  These  receptacles  are  emptied  by  the  contractor 
bi-weekly  or  at  more  frequent  periods  as  required,  the  refuse 
being  tipped  into  the  sea  from  a specially  constructed  plat- 
form. 

At  Fordyce  and  Newmill  private  ashpits  arc  in  use,  the 
householders  being  responsible  for  the  emptying  of  the  same. 
Part-time  scavengers  are  employed  in  these  two  districts  for 
street  cleansing. 
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At  Sandend,  the  refuse  is  collected  every  alternate  day, 
the  ashbin  system  being  now  in  operation.  In  past  >rears  the 
refuse  was  tipped  on  to  the  foreshore,  which  was  unsatisfac- 
tory. A site  was  obtained  from  the  superiors  and  this  has 
now  been  enclosed  by  railway  sleeper  walls.  This  depot  is 
well  removed  from  dwelling-houses. 

At  Whitehills  the  refuse  is  removed  every  alternate  day 
by  a contractor  who  is  also  responsible  for  the  cleansing  of 
the  streets  and  the  emptying  of  street  gully  traps.  The  re- 
fuse from  the  village  is  dumped  into  the  sea  well  remove  1 
from  the  village.  Warnings  have  again  been  given  to  house- 
holders, particularly  those  near  the  sea  front,  against  the 
■depositing  of  refuse  on  to  the  foreshore.  A very  efficient 
service  is  provided  for  them,  but  notwithstanding  this  the 
foreshore  is  considerably  fouled  at  times.  The  Sanitarv  In- 
spector has  visited  from  door-to-door  warning  them  against 
this  objectionable  practice,  also  warning  notice  boards  have 
been  erected  at  each  end  of  the  foreshore,  but  these  have 
had  little  effect;  the  only  remedy  will  be  to  take  proceedings 
against  persons  found  depositing  their  refuse  on  the  fore- 
shore. v 

At  Portgordon  a scavenger  collects  the  refuse  from  the 
various  dwelling-houses  and  deposits  them  into  two  refuse- 
depots  placed  at  the  north  and  south  sides  of  the  village,  and 
a contractor  empties  these  depots  every  week.  The  ultimate 
disposal  of  the  refuse  is  into  the  sea  at  the  east  side  of  the 
village.  Complaints  have  been  made  of  light  materials  such 
as  tins,  etc.,  being  washed  up  on  to  the  beach  and  the 
District  Council  have  been  negotiating  with  two  Superiors 
with  a view  to  acquiring  ground  for  a refuse  dump,  but  up  to 
the  present  they  have  not  been  successful.  The  scavenger 
in  the  meantime  collects  all  light  refuse  washed  up  bv  the 
tide. 

In  regard  to  the  village  of  Tomintoul  the  Dufftown  Dis- 
trict Council  continue  their  annual  grant  of  £ 12  10s  in  order 
to  maintain  a certain  measure  of  cleansing  in  the  village. 

Inspections  were  made  of  the  privies,  ashpits,  etc.,  in 
all  the  populous  areas  in  the  County  and  12  intimations  were 
served  on  tenants  regarding  foul  accumulations  and  dirty 
•privies. 

Workshops.— There  are  132  Workshops  within  the 
County  comprising  bakers,  1 2 ; net  barking,  2;  blacksmiths, 
37;  boatbuilder,  1;  carpenters,  25;  coopers,  5;  cycle  re- 
pairers, 2;  fisheurers,  8;  millwrights,  2;  motor  repairer,  1 ; 
ropemaker,  x;  sailmakcr,  1;  shoemakers  16;  saddler,  1; 
tailors,  17;  watchmaker,  1. 

109  inspections  were  made  during  the  year,  and  eight 
notices  were  served  regarding  dirty  premises,  each  of  which 
was  remedied. 


Nuisances. — -Twelve  complaints  were  received  from 
the  various  parts  of  the  County  during  the  year.  The  nature 
of  the  defects  were  defective  water  supplies,  dirty  houses, 
accumulation  of  refuse,  choked  drains,  and  defective  hous- 
ing conditions.  Each  complaint  was  duly  investigated  and 
where  necessary  steps  were  taken  to  remedy  the  cause  for 
complaint. 

Slaughter-Houses. — There  are  4 private  Slaughter- 
houses in  the  landward  district  of  the  County.  Renewal  of 
licences  were  granted  to  Mr  Win.  Robertson,  March  Street, 
Portgordon,  Mr  Wm.  Roger,  Marypark,  Inveravon;  Mrs  E. 
Mathieson,  Tomintoul;  and  Mr  Wm.  Stephen,  Croftbain, 
Glenlivet.  These  premises  were  regularly  inspected  and 
found  to  be  kept  in  good  order.  The  Sanitary  Inspector,  as 
Detention  Officer,  made  88  inspections  during  the  year,  and 
1 carcase  was  detained  for  inspection  b3r  the  Meat  Inspec- 
tor. There  are  also  10  fleshers’  shops  in  the  landward  dis- 
trict of  the  County.  These  premises  were  also  inspected  and 
found  satisfactory. 

The  Burgh  Sanitary  Inspectors  act  as  Detention  Officers 
in  the  various  Burghs,  and  the  number  of  visits  of  inspection, 
detentions  and  seizures  are  shown  in  the  following  tables  : — 


O 


u 

X 

0 r 
. 0 

!®i 

~ n 'H 

Carcases  or 
portion  of 
carcases  de- 
tained for 
inspection  by 
Meat 
Inspector. 

Carcases  or 
portion  of 
carcases  found 
diseased  and 
surrendered  t( 
tlie  Detention 
officer  by  tlie 
owner. 

Aberchirder  

32S 

Aberlour  

70 

Q 

Banff  

Buckie  

314 

326 

I 2 

E3 

177 

Cullen  

321 

.36 

.36 

Dufftown  

I 17 

Keith  

2202 

Q 

I 

203 

1 

Macduff  

127 

Portsoy  

138 

2 

3 

There  are  no  .Slaughter-houses  in  the  Burghs  of  Findochty 
and  Portknoekie.  A tabular  statement  of  the  number  of 
animals  slaughtered  and  carcases  condemned,  see  Report  by 
Veterinary  Inspector. 

Offensive  Trades. — Renewal  of  licences  were  granted 
to  Mr  Jas.  Christie,  Muirfield,  Fordyce,  for  a knackery  at 
Muirfield,  Fordyce;  and  Mr  Isaac  Sharpe,  Inglewood,  Keith, 
for  a knackery  at  Douglasbrae,  Keith.  These  premises  were 
regularly  inspected  bv  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  found  to 
be  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner 
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Schools. — The  majority  of  the  sanitary  conveniences  at 
the  various  schools  within  the  County  were  inspected  dur- 
ing the  year  and  found  to  be  kept  in  a cleanly  condition. 
During  the  year  the  following  improvements  were  carried 
out  : — 

Tarrvcroys  P.  School. — New  water  supply  introduced. 

Morinsh  P.  School. — New  water  carrying  system  of 
latrines  introduced. 

Kirkmichael  P.  School. — Do. 

Inverkeithny  P.  School. — Do. 

Alvah  P.  School. — Reconstruction  of  latrines  and  new 
portable  closets  fitted. 

Sillyearn  P.  School. — New  water  supply  introduced. 

Linhead  P.  School. — New  drainage  and  septic  tank 
fitted. 

Enzie  P.  School. — Extension  of  water  supply  carried 
out. 

Lower  Cabrach  P.  School. — New  water  supply  intro- 
duced. 

Grange  P.  School. — New  water  supply  introduced.  New 
drainage  and,  septic  tank. 

Bracoden  P.  School. — New  water  supply  and  drainage 
pipes  fitted. 

Rat  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919. — Two  Rat  Weeks 

were  held  during  the  year,  one  in  April  and  another  in  No- 
vember. The  supply  of  “Red  Squill”  was  given  to  persons 
making  application  for  same  at  the  various  Police  Stations 
throughout  the  County  free  of  charge.  Full  advantage  was 
taken  of  these  free  distributions  and  26  gallons  were  distri- 
buted to  327  applicants  in  April,  and  27  gallons  were  distri- 
buted to  379  applicants  in  November.  Reports  from  the 
Constables  show  that  these  campaigns  were  very  successful. 

Common  Lodging=Houses. — There  are  no  common 

lodging-houses  in  the  County. 

Burial  Grounds. — The  majority  of  the  burial  grounds 
within  the  county  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  found 
to  be  kept  in  good  order.  The  Grange  Burial  Ground  was 
extended  approximately  by  a half-acre  during  the  year.  As 
mentioned  in  the  1933  Report,  the  Banff  District  Council  are 
considering  the  provision  of  a new  burial  ground  for  the 
Parish  of  Boyndie.  A site  has  been  definitely  fixed  to  the 
south  of  the  Church  of  Bovndic,  but  no  works  have  yet  been 
carried  out.  Four  interments  were  carried  out  under  Section 
69  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897. 
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Dairies. — On  the  ist  of  January  1934  there  were  100 
persons  on  the  Register  for  the  sale,  of  milk  in  the  landward 
district  of  the  County.  During  the  year  9 persons  were 
added  to  the  Register,  3 persons  were  removed  from  the  Re- 
gister by  the  County  Council,  and  13  were  voluntarily  re- 
moved from  the  Register.  The  total  number  of  registered 
dairymen  in  the  landward  district  at  31st  December  was  93. 
Of  these  Si  are  retail  dairymen,  9 wholesale  dairymen,  and 
3 persons  resident  outwith  the  County  are  registered  as  pur- 
veyors of  milk  within  the  County. 

197  inspections  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  at 
the  premises  of  these  registered  dairymen  during  the  year, 
and  as  the  result  of  these  inspections  25  notices  were  served, 
namely,  dirty  cows  5,  dirty  walls  and  ceilings  of  cowsheds  8, 
dirty  floors  of  cowsheds  3,  overalls  not  being  used  during 
milking  5,  minor  structural  defects  4. 

By  arrangement  between  the  County  Council  and  the 
Town  Councils  of  the  Burghs  of  Buckie  and  Keith,  the  Sani- 
tary Inspectors  of  these  Burghs  carry  out  the  duties  under 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914,  in  the  landward 
district  of  the  parishes  of  Rathven,  Grange,  Keith,  Boharm 
and  Botriphnie. 

In  the  Rathven  area  the  Buckie  Sanitary  Inspector  made 
35  inspections,  and  10  notices  were  served.  In  the  Ketih 
area  the  Keith  Sanitary  Inspector  made  43  inspections,  and 
18  notices  were  served  regarding  the  dirty  condition  of  cows, 
premises  and  minor  defects. 

A steady  improvement  was  seen  regarding  the  cleanli- 
ness of  the  cows  and  premises  generally,  also  it  was  found 
that  greater  care  is  being  taken  by  dairymen  in  the  methods 
of  milking  and  handling  of  milk. 

There  were  1081  persons  on  the  Register  at  31st  Decem- 
ber for  the  sale  of  butter  and  cheese.  339  inspections  were 
made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  at  these  premises  and  42 
notices  were  served  regarding  the  dirty  condition  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  39  notices  regarding  the  elirty  condition  of  cows. 
At  a subsequent  inspection  considerable  improvement  was 
found. 

The  production  of  butter  at  these  registered  premises  is 
principally  during  the  summer  months,  and  only  a very  few 
sell  butter  to  the  public  during  the  winter  months.  Conse- 
quently the  Sanitary  Inspector  confines  his  inspection  dur- 
ing the  period  when  butter  is  sold  to  the  public. 


Dairy  Premises  in  Burghs. — The  following  table  shows 
inspections,  etc.,  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in 
their  respective  Burghs — 
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In  1933  notices  were  served  on  42  dairymen  calling  upon 
them  to  carry  out  alterations  on  their  premises  in  order  to 
comply  with  the  new  Dairy  Bye-laws.  Of  these  S failed  to 
comply  with  the  notice  and  at  a meeting  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  in  January  1934  their  certificates  of  registration 
were  withdrawn.  Two  of  the  above  were  registered  during 
the  year  after  they  had  complied  with  the  Dairy  Bye-laws. 


ALEX.  G.  G.  JOHNSTON,  Sanitary  Inspector . 
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APPENDIX  I. 

HOUSING  (INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT) 
REGULATIONS  (SCOTLAND),  1928. 


1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected,  - 96- 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  on  inspection  were 

considered  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  habitation,  74 


HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1925. 


3.  Number  of  cases  where  intimations  were  given  under 

Section  20  (l)  as  to  insufficient  water-closet 
accommodation,  -----  4 

(a)  Cases  where  requirements  complied  with 

by  owners,  ...  (a.)  3 

(t)  Cases  where  works  carried  out  by  Local 
Authority  after  failure  of  owners 
to  do  so,  - - - - (0 

(c)  Cases  still  pending,  (c)  1 

4.  Number  of  houses  of  (a)  one  apartment,  - (a) 

and  ( b ) two  apartments  for  the  erection  of 
which  the  consent  of  the  Local  Authority  has  been 
given  in  terms  of  Section  111,  - - ( b ) 


HOUSING,  TOWN  PLANNING,  &C., 
(SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1919. 


5.  Number  of  cases  where  notices  were  served  under 
Section  40  (1)  to  provide  dwelling-houses  with 
water  supply,  - 

(а)  Cases  where  requirements  complied  with 

by  owners,  - - - - (") 

(б)  Cases  where  works  carried  out  by  Local 
Authority  after  failure  of  owners  to  do  so,  (b) 

(r)  Cases  still  pending,  * ' ('•’) 


1 


u 


HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1930. 


6.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  under  Section  14  (1), 

7.  Number  ot  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  for  human 

habitation  following  on  notices  under  Section  14  (1), 

8;  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  work 
has  been  done  by  the  Local  Authority  under 
Section  15  (1),  - 

9.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  in 
terms  of  Section  17  a demolition  order  or  closing 
order  under  Section  16  (3)  has  been  substituted 
for  a notice  under  Section  14  (1), 

0.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  in  terms  of  Section  16  (1), 

11.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  referred  to  in  10:  — 

( n ) Which  have  been  rendered  fit  for  human 
habitation,  . 

(jb)  In  respect  of  which  undertaking  has  been 
given  that  the  house  will  not  be  used  for 
human  habitation  until  it  has  been  rendered 
so  fit,  - - - - (b) 

(c)  In  respect  of  which  demolition  orders  have 

been  made  under  Section  16  (3),  - (c) 

(d)  In  respect  of  which  closing  orders  have  been 

made  under  Section  16  (3)  and  (4),  (</) 

12.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

closing  orders  have,  in  terms  of  Section  16  (3), 
been  determined  by  the  Local  Authority,  following 
upon  the  houses  having  been  rendered  fit  for 
human  habitation,  - 

13.  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  advances  have 

been  made  in  terms  of  Section  34  towards  cost  of 
repairs  and  amount  so  advanced, 
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COUNTY  OF  BANKS' . 

REPORT  BY  THE  COUNTY  VETERINARY  OFFICER 
For  the  Year  1934. 

The  statistics  of  the  animal  population  of  the  County  of 
Banff  according  to  the  figures  available  are  : — 

Horses  and  ponies,  0,874;  cattle,  41,317;  sheep,  117,150; 
jigs,  0,055 — a total  animal  population  of  171,396.  1 he  figure 
for  horses  and  ponies  includes  q stallions,  that  for  cattle  in- 
cludes 10,524  cows  in  milk  and  1.793  others  in  calf  but  not 
in  milk. 

Banff  County  ranks  second  in  Scotland  numerically  for 
unbroken  lioises  and  seventh  for  horses  used  solely  for  agri- 
cultural purposes. 

Banffshire’s  population  of  milk  cows  is  relatively  large 
as  may  be  illustrated  b\’  the  fact  that  the  County  has  practic- 
ally as  many  milk  cows  as  the  three  Counties  of  East,  West 
and  Mid  Lothian  combined. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ACT. 

(1)  CONDITION  AND  CLEANLINESS  OF  CATTLE— 

The  condition  of  cattle  in  dairy  premises  in  the  County 
is  good,  the  majority  of  dairymen  feeding  their  stock  on  a 
mixed  ration,  generally  consisting  of  turnips  and  straw, 
mashes  of  bran  and  oats,  cake  (usually  ground  nut),  some- 
times dairy  nuts,  sot'a  bean  meal  and  treacle. 

Some  dairymen  are  feeding  on  advanced  lines  by  giving 
a neighed  balanced  ration  per  cow  per  day  and  recording  the 
daily  yield  of  each  cow.  The  animals  generally  are  well  fed 
and  bedded.  Cows  are  generally  watered  twice  daily  when 
housed,  while  others,  and  their  number  is  growing,  have 
installed  up-to-date  automatic  watering  bowls.  The  instal- 
lation in  one  case  in  a byre  of  14  cow's  resulted  in  an  in- 
creased milk  yield  of  a gallon  per  (\&y  in  the  aggregate, 
which  well  illustrates  the  financial  benefits  to  be  accrued 
therefrom  in  addition  to  the  considerable  saving  of  labour. 

The  fact  that  a cow  requires  three  gallons  of  water  for 
every  gallon  of  milk  produced  is  not  yet  sufficiently  appreci- 
ated by  some,  especially  during  the  early  months  of  the  year 
when  the  root  ration  is  past  its  best. 

I lie  cleanliness  of  the  cattle  is  in  most  bvres  of  a satis- 
factorily high  standard.  Clipping  of  udders,  flanks,  and  tail 
is  now  a routine  practice  generally  accepted  as  of  great 
assistance  in  ensuring  the  cleanliness  of  the  cows  and  the 
clean  production  of  milk.  Only  in  a few  isolated  instances 
has  difficulty  been  encountered  in  getting  dairymen  to  com- 
mence routine  clipping  and  practically  in  every  case  on  re- 
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visiting,  the  owner  lias  voluntarily  admitted  the  beneficial 
results  obtained  both  in  the  appearance  of  the  cows  and  the 
ease  with  which  the  cows  are  kept  to  a high  standard  of 
cleanliness  with  a saving  of  labour  in  the  daily  grooming. 
The  byres  themselves  are  generally  satisfactory  except  for 
some  of  the  older  buildings  which  structurally  do  not  lend 
themselves  to  improvement  without  considerable  financial 
outlay.  The  owners,  however,  keep  them  clean. 

The  condition  of  cleanliness  in  premises  registered  for 
the  sale  of  butter  and  cheese  are  greatly  in  need  of  improve- 
ment. 

The  milk  consumption  throughout  the  Countv  would 
appear  to  be  as  follows  : — 


Aberchirder 

Banff 

Buckie 

Aberlour 

Cullen 

Dufftown 

Keith 


. g pints  per  head  per  day. 
.75  pints  per  head  per  day. 
.85  pints  per  head  per  day. 
.50  pints  per  head  per  day. 
.40  pints  per  head  per  day. 
.So  pints  per  head  per  day. 
.72  pints  per  head  per  day. 


These  figures  are  based  on  the  milk  production  given  bv 
the  various  dairymen  and  in  some  cases  estimated.  It  is 
doubted,  however,  if  the  consumption  is  actuallv  as  high  as 
these  figures  would  make  it. 


(a)  Nature  of  fodder  and  diet  as  affecting  quality  of  milk. 

In  only  one  instance  has  the  diet  been  known  to  affect 
the  quality  of  the  milk.  This  case  was  due  to  the  feeding  of 
marrow  stem  kale.  As  has  been  mentioned  elsewhere,  dairy 
farmers  are  feeding  their  stock  on  a ration  basis  and  milk 
samples  taken  from  time  to  time  throughout  the  County 
show  that  the  quality  of  the  milk  is  good.  It  might  be  men- 
tioned that  dairymen  know  cows  giving  milk  of  poor 
quality  and  give  an  increased  ration  to  help  rectify  the  de- 
ficiency. In  fact  some  dairymen  keep  a cow  of,  c.g.,  the 
Jersey  breed  in  order  to  increase  the  butter  fat  content  of  the 
herd  and  balance  deficiencies. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  sections  that  the 
dairyman  is,  in  most  cases,  conscious  of  his  duty  to  the 
public  and  is  willing  to  take  advice  to  bring  about  any  neces- 
sary improvement  in  some  cases,  over  and  above  that  de- 
manded by  regulations. 


(b)  Number  of  diseased  cows  found,  specifying  diseases. 

One  hundred  and  sixty  cows  were  found  diseased  dur- 
ing routine  inspection  of  herds,  the  majority  of  cases  being 
disease  of  the  mammary  gland,  and  of  these  55  were  due  to 
mastitis  or  non-tubercular  induration  of  the  udder,  probably 
chronic  mastitis  or  the  sequel  of  a previous  mastitis.  Most 
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of  these  eases  occurred  in  the  month  of  October.  A list  of 
the  diseases  found  is  appended  : — 


Mastitis  34 

Atrophy  of  quarter  36 

Traumatic  mastitis  1 

Induration  of  udder  19 

Septic  condition  of  teats  19 

Cowpox  25 

Ulcerated  mastitis  1 

Septic  foot  1 

Retained  placenta  6 

Digestive  disturbance  5 

Milk  fever  1 

Rumenotomy  1 

Gastritis  1 

Tuberculosis  10 
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(c)  Disposal  of  milk  from  diseased  cows. 

I11  most  cases  where  milk  is  withheld  from  human  con- 
sumption, the  milk  is  thrown  away,  and  in  a few  cases  the 
owners  boiled  the  milk  before  feeding  it  to  pigs  or  calves. 
The  practice  of  feeding  such  milk  unboiled  to  pigs  or  putting 
calves  to  suckle  cannot  be  too  strongly  condemned.  It  is 
regrettable,  in  some  cases  it  is  deplorable,  to  find  on  exam- 
ination of  a herd  an  owner  in  other  respects  a good  animal 
husbandrvman,  feeding  his  stock  of  the  future  on  very  ques- 
tionable milk.  In  many  cases  this  is  done  without  thinking. 
It  is  a long  established  practice,  but  the  obvious  fact  that,  if 
the  milk  is  unsound,  from  invasion  of  the  udder  by  whatever 
pathogenic  organism  it  might  be,  whether  tubercular  or  not, 
it  is  unsound  for  human  and  animal  alike  is  avoided.  The 
same  owner  would  think  twice  of  suckling  or  feeding  his 
stock  on  the  same  milk  from  a neighbour’s  cow,  because  he 
is  willing  to  accept  disease  in  other  stock  but  sub- 
consciously cannot  bring  himself  to  believe  that  his  own 
might  likewise  be  dangerously  diseased.  It  is  thought  that 
this  practice  is  gradually  falling  out  of  favour.  Its  unsound- 
ness  is  being  constantly  brought  before  those  found  practis- 
ing it,  and  no  difficulty  has  been  experienced  of  stopping  it 
when  found. 

(2)  INSPECTION  OF  CATTLE.— Stating  number  of 
cows  in  registered  and  exempted  premises,  number  of 
cows  inspected,  and  annual  frequency  of  inspection. 

The  number  of  inspections  of  dairy  premises  in  the 
County  increased  in  1934  to  549  inspections  compared  with 
485  in  1933  and  487  in  1932,  in  spite  of  the  loss  of  nearly  two 
months  due  to  staff  changes.  There  were  100  registered 
dairies  in  the  landward  area.  During  the  year  9 persons 
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were  added  and  16  removed,  leaving  a total  of  93  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

The  dairies  in  the  Burghs  fell  from  68  in  January,  1934, 
to  66  at  31st  December.  In  addition  there  are  now  9 ex- 
empted premises  in  the  County. 

The  number  of  cows  in  registered  premises  is  approxi- 
mated 1,700  and  in  exempted  premises  24.  The  annual  fre- 
quence of  inspection  was  3.5  visits  per  annum,  and  the 
number  of  cattle  examined  was  5,869,  an  increase  of  1,4^9 
over  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  butter 
and/or  cheese  decreased  from  1,172  to  1,081. 

It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  there  is  a decrease  in  the 
registered  premises  and  a considerable  relative  increase  in 
the  exempted  premises  as  compared  with  last  year.  The  ma- 
jority of  the  latter  are  situated  in  Newmill,  and  it  cannot,  in 
my  opinion,  be  argued  that  these  premises  are  necessary  or 
desirable.  None  of  these  exempted  premises  keep  more  than 
three  cows.,  and  so  cannot  be  considered  of  an'-  value  from 
the  point  of  view  of  breeding  dairy  stock.  Generally  they 
are  the  most  unsatisfactory  dairies  met  with  on  inspection, 
both  structurally  and  in  the  cleanliness  of  byre  and  stock. 

The  decrease  in  registered  premises  is  presumably  a con- 
tinuance of  the  effect  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Act,  since 
some  of  the  smaller  dairymen  do  not  consider  it  worth  their 
while  to  come  up  to  the  standard  required  in  view  of  the 
small  turnover  the}-  have. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  while  the  number  of  dairies  has 
fallen,  a compensating  increase  in  the  number  of  cows  kept 
in  existing  premises  is  seen,  and  the  number  of  dairy  cows  is 
practically  the  same  as  last  year.  Although  the  conditions 
in  all  the  dairies,  with  a few  exceptions,  are  good,  the  actual 
production  and  handling  of  the  milk  in  some  cases  still 
leaves  room  for  improvement. 

The  main  faults  met  with  are  : — 

(1.)  A number  of  those  producers  bottling  their  milk 
have  no  proper  means  of  thorough^  cleaning  the  bottles. 

(2.)  Many  have  no  cooler  for  cooling  the  milk,  or  if 
they  have  them  use  them  infrequently. 

(3.)  It  is  a common  practice  to  feed  and  bed  the  cows 
immediately  before  milking. 

(4.)  Washing  facilities  for  milkers’  hands  and  cows’ 
udders  are  frequently  poor  and  the  washing  is  apt  to  be 
perfunctory  and  the  towels  dirty. 

(5.)  Some  still  use  wet  handed  milking,  dipping  their 
fingers  in  the  milk  to  this  end. 

(6.)  The  importance  of  clean  milkuig  stools  is  often 
overlooked. 

(7.)  In  some  cases  there  arc  no  real  facilities  for 
thorough  sterilisation  of  the  milk  utensils. 


The  experience  of  the  writer  lias  been  that,  whenever 
the  attention  of  the  producer  has  been  drawn  to  any  faults, 
a readiness  to  take  advice  and  remove  the  fault  has  been 
evidenced. 
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3.  BOVINE  TUBERCULOSIS  — Include  notes 

on  any 

steps  taken  to  secure  tubercle-free  milk  supply,  and 
also  on  any  difficulties  militating  against  the  success- 
ful marketing  of  Certified  and  Grade  A (T.T.)  Milk. 


The  question  of  tubercular  free  herds  is  one  that  is 
interesting  the  dairymen  to  a marked  extent.  A fair  number 
are  likely  to  undertake  the  change  over  to  tested  herds  if 
once  the  present  uncertainties  in  the  milk  trade  were  settled. 

The  advantage  of  having  tuberculin  tested  herds  is  con- 
stantly kept  before  the  dairy  keeper  and  there  is  little  doubt 
but  that  most  of  them  realise  the  benefits  to  be  derived 
therefrom.  Two  establishments  have  now  tubercle  free  herds 
and  another  is  partially  changed  over,  and  this  will  be  ccm- 
plete  early  in  1935,  while  about  a dozen  other  dairies  house 
tested  animals.  So  that  taken  by  and  large  there  is  a definite 
trend  in  some  quarters  towards  tested  herds.  There  is,  how- 
ever, some  apathy  in  the  part  of  the  consumer  about  his  or 
her  milk  supply,  and  this  must  be  overcome  and  a real 
demand  created  before  a definite  wholesale  change  over  can 
reasonably  be  expected. 

In  order  to  stimulate  interest  a certain  amount  of  pub- 
licity has  been  given  to  the  question  by  Lectures  and  by  the 
good  offices  of  the  Press,  who  have  given  considerable  assist- 
ance in  frequently  bringing  the  matter  to  the  notice  of  the 
public.  It  can  be  said  that  the  value  of  the  Press  in  this 
matter  cannot  be  overestimated. 

That  there  is  at  present  a demand  for  tubercle-free  m lk 
is  shown  by  the  fact  that  Certified  milk  is  sold  in  the  County 
from  Aberdeenshire  and  likewise  milk  from  a tested  herd  in 
the  same  County  is  marketed  in  Keith,  with  apparently  a 
daily  consumption  of  about  six  gallons  as  compared  to  three 
in  1933,  in  the  case  of  the  Certified  Milk,  and  11  gallons  of 
milk  from  the  tested  herd  is  sold  daily  in  Keith. 

There  is  a growing  tendency  to  buy  young  in-calf  heifers 


for  replacement  and  a few  dairies  breed  their  own  replace- 
ment stock. 

In  many  dairies  stock  consists  almost  entirely  of  Irish 
cattle,  the  majority  bought  as  heifers  ; while  a number  of 
the  dairies  possess  a good  proportion  of  Ayrshires  and  in 
some  cases  Friesian  cattle. 

In  this  County,  Irish  heifers  are  preferred  for  crossing 
with  an  Aberdeen-Angus  bull  in  order  to  get  the  type  of 
calf  giving  the  best  market  value. 

Examination  of  the  dairy  herds  (milk)  resulted  in  the 
detection  of  ten  tubercular  cows,  or  .6  per  cent,  of  the  total 
cows.  Of  these,  4 or  .34  per  cent,  suffered  from  tuberculosis 
of  the  udder.  In  addition  15  animals  were  removed  from 
registered  butter  and  cheese  premises — a total  of  23  from 
all  registered  dairy  premises  in  the  County.  Of  this  total 
8 suffered  from  tuberculosis  of  the  udder. 

The  main  factors  against  marketing  of  Certified  and 
Grade  A (T.T.)  Milk  are  as  has  been  reported  in  previous 
reports.  The  repercussion  of  the  antagonism  to  the  Milk 
Marketing  Scheme  elewhere,  together  with  the  suggested 
setting  up  of  a milk  pool  in  this  area  has  slowed  down 
mattei's  considerably.  In  fact  small  dairy  keepers  state  that 
they  will  stop  producing  and  sell  their  stock  should  a market- 
ing scheme  commence  operations  in  the  County.  In  my 
opinion  this  and  the  apathy  of  the  public  are  in  large  measure 
responsible  for  some  dairymen  not  turning  over  to  Certified 
or  Grade  A (T.T.)  milk  production. 

(a)  Number  of  cows  found  tuberculous  on  clinical  exa- 
mination of  herds. 

During  the  year  25  cows  in  dairies  were  found  to  i> 
tuberculous.  Of  these  S showed  tuberculosis  of  the  udder. 

(b)  Number  of  cows  found  tuberculous  after  tuberculin 
test. 

One  cow  was  found  to  be  tubercular  under  this  Section. 

(c)  Total  number  of  cows  to  which  the  tuberculin  test 
was  applied  under  Section  22  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Scotland)  Act,  1911. 

Two  cows  were  tested  under  this  Sect’on  in  registered 
premises,  while  an  additional  sixteen  cows  were  tested  at 
the  Count}''  Mental  Hospital. 

(d)  Number  of  dairies  holding  graded  milk  1'cences  in 
respect  of  tubercle=free  herds. 

None. 

(e)  Number  of  other  dairies  known  to  have  tubercleTree 
herds. 

There  are  two  establishments  in  the  County  known  to 
have  tubercle  free  herds;  while  one  other  dairy  has  one  byre 


of  seven  cows  tubercle  free  and  housed  as  far  as  possible 
separate  from  the  other  milk  cows.  The  average  number  of 
animals  in  these  premises  is  thirty  with  an  estimated  milk 
production  of  some  twenty  thousand  gallons  per  annum  of 
tubercle  free  milk. 

4a  A list  of  dairies  holding  licences  for  the  production  of 
Grade  A.  Milk. 

There  are  no  dairies  holding  licences  for  the  production 
of  Grade  A Milk.  In  a number  of  cases,  milk  samples  taken 
show  the  milk  to  be  up  to  Grade  A.  requirements,  but  the 
premises  are  not  licensed. 

4b  Notes  on  any  samples  taken  for  examination  in  terms  of 
Section  21  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act, 
1914. 

Milk  samples  were  taken  regularly  during  the  year  and 
dispatched  to  the  City  Hospital,  Aberdeen,  for  bacterial  ex- 
amination for  the  presence  of  tubercle,  and  on  occasion  for 
bacterial  counts.  137  samples  were  taken — 71  for  tubercu- 
losis, 66  for  bacterial  count,  and  4 for  bacteria  present  as  well 
as  tubercle.  As  a result  of  positive  reactions  on  animal 
inoculation  of  milk  deposit,  3 cows  were  found  to  be  excret- 
ing tubercle  oaciili  in  the  milk,  and  were  duly  slaughtered 
under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1925. 

4c  A Statement  of  the  extent  to  which  Section  13  and  14  of 
the  Act  are  being  complied  with. 

The  dairymen  in  the  County  comply  with  Section  13  of 
the  Act  (which  states  that  it  shall  be  an  offence  to  sell,  etc., 
the  milk  from  a cow  suffering  from  any  disease  liable  to  infect 
or  contaminate  it).  No  case  has  been  found  where  the  dairy- 
man has  deliberately  sold  or  was  selling  questionable  milk. 
Section  14  (which  states  that  any  cow  suffering  from  disease 
liable  to  contaminate  the  milk  must  be  reported)  is  not  being 
carried  out.  As  far  as  my  experience  takes  me  no  dairy- 
man reported  such  a case  to  this  office  during  the  year.  In 
one  case,  where  the  milk  was  ‘stringy’  after  standing,  the 
dairyman  reported  the  facts,  and  an  examination  of  the  herd 
was  carried  and  samples  taken. 

The  importance  of  Section  14  is  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  dairymen  on  every  occasion,  but  most  of  them  apparently 
fail  to  appreciate  the  importance  of  this  Section,  and  content 
themselves  with  stopping  selling  the  milk,  and  most  even 
fail  to  isolate  the  affected  animal. 

All  such  animals  should  in  every  case  be  isolated  and 
reported  at  once,  in  the  diaryman’s  own  interest  r.s  well  as 
the  consumers. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS. 

The  County  was  free  from  all  notifiable  diseases  during 
the  year  apart  from  anthrax  and  tuberculosis. 


In  the  year  under  review  three  cases  of  anthrax  were 
confirmed  in  the  County  and  all  occurred  within  a fortnight, 
and  were  apparently  due  in  each  case  to  infection  carried  in 
artificial  fertiliser  gaining  entrance  to  the  animal  body 
through  the  medium  of  the  turnip  ration.  All  were  success- 
fully cremated. 

The  writer  acknowledges  the  great  assistance  given  by 
the  Police  Force  of  the  County  in  the  administration  of  the 
Diseases  of  Animals  Acts  and  Orders. 

Tuberculosis  Order,  1925 

Forty -seven  animals  were  found  amenable  to  and  slaugh- 
tered under  the  above  Order,  while  one  animal  died  before 
the  preliminary  inquiry  could  take  place,  one  was  found  not 
to  be  amenable  to  the  Order,  and  one  was  pending  confirma- 
tion of  infected  milk.  The  tuberculin  test  was  applied  in  two 
instances  with  the  written  consent  of  the  owner.  Eleven 
cows  were  slaughtered  with  tuberculosis  of  the  udder  or 
excreting  tubercle  bacilli  in  the  milk. 

On  post  mortem  33  animals  showed  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis, 28  showed  tuberculosis  of  the  abdominal  cavity,  and 
32  showed  gland  infection. 

The  following  three  tables  show'  the  incidence  of  the  groups 
of  tuberculosis  as  defined  under  the  Order,  and  the  associ- 
ated results  of  the  post  mortem  examinations  : — 
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During  the  past  ten  years  (since  the  inception  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Order),  681  animals  have  been  dealt  with  under 
the  Order.  Of  this  number,  61  or  9 per  cent,  were  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  of  the  udder. 

Anthrax. 

Ninety  cases  of  suspected  anthrax  were  reported  during 
the  year.  These  were  investigated  and  the  blood  examined 
microscopically.  Three  were  positive. 

Sheep  Scab. 

Two  outbreaks  of  sheep  scab  were  reported.  487  sheep 
were  examined  clinically  and  scrapings  made  from  the  skins 
of  suspects,  both  were  negative. 

Swine  Fever. 

No  outbreak. 

Foot-and-Mouth  Disease. 

No  outbreak. 


Markets. 

The  various  auction  markets  throughout  the  County 
were  visited  regularly  during  the  year,  but  no  notifiable  dis- 
ease was  found. 


Table  showing  the  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases  in 
the  County  since  1924 — 


Disease— 

Tu  berculosia 

i 

Anthrax  

.Swine  Fever 

Sheep  Scab  

Foot-and-Mouth.. 
Parasitic  Mange... 


1934  1933  1932  1931  1930  1929  1928  1927  1926  1925  1924 
48  47  71  89  86  102  89  76  57  17 

(11)  (8)  (6)  (12)  (2)  (4)  (4)  (1)  (11)  (2)  - 

3 — 2 — 8 7 8 5 6 10  7 

— — 38  3 444 

— — — — — — — — — — 5 


The  figures  in  brackets  after  the  numbers  of  cases  of 
tuberculosis  indicate  the  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  of 
the  udder. 
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VETERINARY  ATTENDANCE  AT  LADYSBRIDGE 
ASYLUM  FARMS. 

During  the  year  numerous  visits  were  made  to  the  County 
Council’s  farms  at  Ladysbridge.  The  health  of  the  animals 
at  these  farms  is  of  a high  order  and  the  services  of  the 
Veterinary  Officer  for  prescribing  treatment,  &c.,  are  infre- 
quently required.  The  majority  of  the  visits  were  for  the 
purposes  of  tuberculin  testing  the  dairy  stocn.  1 he  dairy 
herd  is  now  tubercle  free. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS 
(SCOTLAND),  1932. 

'The  Veterinary  Officer  is  Meat  Inspector  for  the  County 
and  is  assisted  by  the  various  Sanitary  Inspectors  acting  as 
Detention  Officers. 

During  the  year  455  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to 
the  various  slaughter-houses  throughout  the  County.  All 
these  slaughter-houses  are  kept  in  a reasonably  satisfactory 
condition  of  cleanliness.  The  Old  Town  Slaughter-houses, 
Keith,  must  again  be  mentioned  as  being  structurally  unsuit- 
able for  the  hygienic  handling  of  meat,  although  it  must  be 
stated  that  there  has  been  an  improvement  in  the  cleanliness 
of  the  booths,  tables,  killing  crutches,  and  courtyard.  It  is 
understood  that  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Town  Council 
to  have  these  slaughter-houses  closed  during  1935. 

The  local  Sanitary  Inspectors  cany  out  their  duties 
satisfactorily  and  the  majority  of  butchers  show  a willing- 
ness to  co-operate  with  the  official. 

x.06  per  cent,  of  the  total  bovine  animals  killed  were 
bulls  and  cows. 

The  following  table  shows  the  percentage  of  total  and 
partial  seizures  of  bovine  animals  slaughtered  since  1930. 

1934-  1933-  1932.  1931-  1930. 

Percentage  Totally  Seized  .49  .55  -47  -S3  .47 

Percentage  Partially  Seized  4.15  5.13  4.3  5.04  .72 

The  gross  average  consumption  over  the  whole  County 
of  meat  appears  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood  of  .25  lbs.  per 
head  per  day,  with  the  highest  apparent  consumption  in 
Aberchirder. 

The  following  is  a table  showing  the  slaughterings  and 
condemnations  in  the  various  parts  of  the  County  for  the 
year  1934. 
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The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  was  22,1x0. 
The  average  weight  of  boviues  slaughtered  was  664  lbs. 
Total  weight  of  bovine  meat  4,714,400  lbs.  Total  weight  of 
condemned  meat  16  tons  7 cwts.  The  average  weight  of 
sheep  killed  was  60  lbs.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing 
table  that  the  number  of  bovines  slaughtered  has  increased 
1)3'’  160  over  that  of  1933,  while  the  condemnations  were 
slightly  less. 

The  number  of  sheep  slaughtered  has  fallen  by  3,ii( 
due  in  large  measure  to  the  decrease  in  killing  at  Keith. 


Banff,  April,  1935. 


WILLIAM  M.  M'KAY, 
County  Veterinary  Officer. 


